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COLLECTORS’ EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWi are more coveted by collectors than the very 
special issues you see here! 


THE BIG ONES 


The year-end issues of PW/ are the most 
anticipated wrestling magazines of the 
year. Each of these spectacular issues is 
100 pages in length—packed with full- 
color!—and provides full details of the an- 
nual “Achievement Awards’’ for the year 
just ended. Plus, each issue is jammed 
with special features like the 


“PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” “Un- 
Official Official Awards,” ‘‘Predictions,” 
and more. AVAILABLE: March 1987 
(1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 in 
review), March 1989 (1988 in review). 
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T Make check or money order payable and mail to: 


T.V. SPORTS 
| BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, ‘Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWiI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


| U.S. funds only. All other countries $7 per issue ordered. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


| | enclose $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. OSeptember 1986 j 

] (March 1987 | 
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Gisestias 


I Please send me the special Pro Wrestling Illustrated back issues | have checked. 


SUPERCARDS 

The PWI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,’ and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania Il, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock '86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup ll, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 
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Newsstand Price! 
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INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
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THE DUSTY DEBATE 

I’ve been watching the WWF for a 
long time now, and I’ve grown used to 
seeing good wrestlers degrade them- 
selves after joining the federation (Ter- 
ry Taylor, Ronnie Garvin, etc.). When 
I saw Dusty Rhodes delivering pizza, 
pumping gas, and shoveling horse ma- 
nure, I wanted to shoot Vince 


McMahon. 
But wait, doesn’t Dusty control his 
own actions? What happened to the 


Dusty Rhodes has disgraced himself since 
joining the WWF, writes Jeff Backhurst. 


former U.S. champion that the fans, if 
not loved, at least respected? It’s pretty 
depressing to think that this is what 
Dusty does with all of his experience. 
Well, thanks a lot, you toilet-fixing, 
taco-making fool! 

Don’t get me wrong. It’s not the 
jobs that bother me, but this man is— 
or was—one of the greatest wrestlers, 
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not plumbers. A few months ago, he 
told the wrestling world that he was 


going back to Florida where his loyal . 


and original fans were. Now he turned 
against them just to gain new ignorant 
ones that really believe he is just the 
pizza man. Oh, if your friends Nikita 
Koloff and Magnum T.A. could see 
you now. 

Hey, weren’t you 
wrestler? 


a_ great 


JEFF BACKHURST 
Detroit 


I was very annoyed by Stu Saks’ 
comments about Eddie Ellner in the 
August 1989 issue (‘‘Editor’s Note- 
book’’). Saks criticized Ellner for his 
“iterary attacks’ on Dusty Rhodes. 

Let’s get down to reality. Why do 
you continue to give praise to a man 
who can’t have a relationship with a 
fellow wrestler for a long period of 
time (remember Barry Windham, Ron- 
nie Garvin, The Road Warriors, and 
Steve Williams) and is best known for 
his stomach? Dusty is a disgrace to the 
sport. 

Saks said that the only reason Ellner 
hates Rhodes is because he doesn’t 
look like an athlete. Saks defends 
Rhodes’ obesity by saying, ‘‘Nothing 
in the wrestling rulebook says that the 
competitors must all have the body of 
Lex Luger.” True, but nobody said 
you have to be a scientific wrestler, 
either, and that is something Saks and 
the staff of Inside Wrestling condemn 
wrestlers for not being. 

I say leave Ellner alone. 

JOHN MOLINARO 
Burlington, Ontario 


When Elizabeth managed Randy Savage, 
she showed guts. That can’t be said for 
Sherri Martel, in Amanda Racz’ view. 


LIZ THE GREAT 

I’m writing to point out just how 
much guts Elizabeth has. As most of 
you probably know, Randy ‘‘Macho 
Man’”’ Savage has chosen ‘Scary’ 
Sherri as his new manager. 

Mistake! 

Sherri would never put herself on 
the line to save her man. Think back 
to Saturday Night’s Main Event in 
January. Hulk Hogan was scheduled 
to wrestle Akeem, but Big Bossman 
came to ringside to ‘‘observe.” 
Throughout the match, Bossman con- 
stantly interfered. Akeem intentionally 
got himself disqualified. After knock- 
ing out the referee, Akeem and 
Bossman started beating up Hogan. 

Elizabeth climbed into the ring to 


distract Bossman and Akeem from 
Hogan. Bossman approached Elizabeth 
and handcuffed her. Would ‘‘Scary’’ 
Sherri have climbed into the ring and 
been willing to put her body on the 
line? 

Give Elizabeth the respect she de- 
serves! She’s earned it. She has real 
guts. 

AMANDA RACZ 
Boise, Idaho 


VON ERICH QUESTION 

Will someone please tell me why the 
Von Erichs are given so much space 
and are talked about so much? I sub- 
scribe to seven different wrestling mag- 
azines, and every one mentions them at 
least twice in each issue. Why? 

I’ve never seen them do anything so 


= 
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THE NEW MORTON 

Todd Morton has returned to the 
Continental area and is setting it on 
fire with his enthusiasm, warmth, 
friendliness, and, of course, his wres- 
tling skills. In just a year’s time, Todd 
has grown tremendously as a wrestler. 
He is gaining more experience teaming 
with Danny Davis. Rick Morton is 
even calling Todd the third member of 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. He has 
also been wrestling in singles matches 
in addition to the tag matches. 

Todd’s wrestling knowledge is grow- 
ing by leaps and bounds. He is begin- 
ning to try many high-risk moves, 
along with what looks like a very solid 
sleeperhold. Even though his populari- 
ty is growing like wildfire, he is still the 
same loveable guy of a year ago. He 


Kerry and Kevin Von Erich impress a lot of people, but they don’t faze reader Ray Powers, 
who wonders why the Von Erichs are so popular. 


great. When they make their way to 
the ring, it seems all the women go 
crazy. Again, why? 

I give up. I can’t figure out why 
they are so wonderful. Yes, they are 
fair wrestlers, but that’s all. 

RAY POWERS 
New Berlin, NY 


will always make the time to talk to 
someone and give them an autograph 
or a hug. He keeps the hopes and 
dreams of the fans alive. 

If Todd keeps gaining knowledge 
and experience like he is, he will be 
unstoppable. He may not be the big- 
gest or the strongest, but he makes up 


for that in speed and agility. I wish 
you would run something in your mag- 
azine about Todd Morton. He’s great 
and the world should know it. 
ANGIE SEXTON 


—, 


Knoxville, TN 
ie cy 


aa. 


me; . 
The Ultimate Warrior leaps on Gary Royal. 
Reader Mike Manges has no respect for the 
Warrior’s wrestling ability. 

THE ULTIMATE DISGRACE 

I’m sick and tired of reading about 
The Ultimate Warrior and his sup- 
posed skills. The name of the game is 
wrestling, not shaking the ropes before 
matches, not flexing muscles, and not 
growling incoherently during 
interviews. 

I thought I’d never see a wrestler 
with a repertoire of moves more limit- 
ed than the four or five holds utilized 
by Hulk Hogan, wrestling’s cartoon 
champion. But you can count all the 
maneuvers The Ultimate Warrior 
knows on one hand and still have 
enough fingers left to count his I.Q.! 
And you guys take this bum seriously! 

In the words of Gorilla Monsoon, 
give me a break! Heck, next you guys 
will be calling Abdullah the Butcher 
the greatest scientific wrestler of the 
century. I wouldn’t be too surprised. 
Technically, Ultimate Warrior makes 
Abdullah look like Ric Flair! 

MIKE MANGES 
Barberton, OH 
(Continued on page 48) 
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~ EDITOR’ stu 
# _NOTEBOOK esoe-tnens 


i I went to Bothany Alabama, to cover Dennis condrey" s title match with 


———— NTA ET oo 


| continental _champ Tom ‘Prichard, _and T don't ‘think T'll ever en at 
+— capes qian a ‘ 
_wrestling _the same way ever again. 


ee TE 


‘The original thought | behind the trip was to write about Condrey's solo 


A 
| career since the breakup of the "Original" Midnight Express and his 


— 


| split with “Randy Rose and Paul E. Dangerously. Condrev, sans partner and 


| 
. manager, had become a fan favorite and had closed in on Prichard's title. 


A good story made even better when Condrey used a hacks lide to win the 


match. 


ot = a 


But Condrey' s celebration would have to wait. Es was pepedules to 


i compete in the "Rage In The: Cage"! battle roval later on the card. ae aoU 


| have never seen one of these matches ( never haa), get ready for These 


pommel as ———— oe = 


rules: The battle royal takes place ina cage. You are eliminated) le bv 


oe ee a 


pinfall. When you are pinned, you are handcuffed to ‘the cage. The winner 


[is not only given the prize money (in this case $10, 000), but he is given 


_the privilege of unlocking « one _man, with whom he is allowed to take free 
_shots at the helpless slobs- still cuffed to the cage. 


Oh, my. And some people actually think: SRabeOn mabenes are barbaric? 


“anyway, I already had my story on Condrey prepared in my minds breaks 


| with Rose and Paul E. Dangerously, goes out on his own, wins over the 


i fans, and is a success. Well, that all changed when, in spite of the 


Yr 
' 


| cries from the fans, Condrey took a $10, 000 payort from Sylvia for the 


| key to the cuffs. Sylvia set free Brian Lee, Jimmy Golden, Prichard, 


T 
| Terrance M. Garvin, and RPM Mike Davis, who pvroceded to brutalize fan 


favorites Wendell Coolev, Todd Morton, Steve Armstrong, and Nightmare Dan 


Davis. 


| L Say what _you will about the CWF. But never call it ReEEaL 
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Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick up 
the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING! Now 
this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 12 issues of 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent to your doorstep, 
postpaid, for the low price of only $16.95. SPORTS RE- 
VIEW WRESTLING contains stories and features found 
in no other wrestling magazine. Its peak-action photos 
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OME ATHLETES HAVE the 

misfortune of achieving their 
greatest fame in a_ negative 
situation. 

Ralph Branca will always be re- 
membered for serving up a home 
run to Bobby Thomson in 1951 in 
a playoff for the National League 
pennant. 

Bill Buckner will be remem- 
bered for muffing Mookie Wilson’s 
groundball in the sixth game of 


“the 1986 World Series. 


Even Willie Shoemaker, proba- 
bly the greatest jockey in history, 
is best remembered for misjudg- 
ing the finish of the 1957 Ken- 
tucky Derby with Gallant Man. 

Jimmy ‘Superfly’ Snuka’s 
greatest moment of fame came 
on June 28, 1982, when he 
climbed to the top of the steel 
cage at Madison Square Garden 
and leaped through the air toward 
the mat and a prone WWF World 
champion Bob Backlund. The 
sight of Snuka airborne was posi- 
tively breathtaking and made that 
match memorable. 

But Snuka missed. 

At the last possible second, 
Backlund rolled out of the way 
and Snuka struck canvas. The 
‘Superfly’ was paralyzed, and 
Backlund crawled out of the cage 
to retain his title. That was the last 
time Snuka wrestled Backlund for 
the belt. Some say it was the last 


“time the real Snuka wrestled at 


all. 

“| don’t want to talk about it, 
brother,’ Snuka said when | saw 
him last year. Then | saw him 
recently at a WWF card and he 
again refused to talk about the 
match. Some people might say 
what’s done is done and there’s 
no use dwelling on the past. But 
in Snuka’s mind, what's done is 
so. obviously not done, and he’s 

(Continued on page 58) 
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*VE JUST FINISHED watching a 

tape of the NWA’s most recent 
pay-per-view television effort, the July 
23 Great American Bash card from 
Baltimore. Some random thoughts, 
observations, and rhetorical questions: 


I wasn’t too surprised to see Dan with 
CRAIG PETERS 


Spivey and Sid Vicious emerge victori- 
ous in the two-ring battle royal, and I 
wasn’t too surprised to see Teddy 
Long refuse to allow them to wrestle 
each other to a finish (they split the 
$50,000 prize), but I was surprised to 
see the look of hatred in Vicious’ face. 
I think that, deep down, he wanted to wrestle Spivey. 

By far the most awesome feat of strength of the eve- 
ning—and maybe of the decade: Steve Williams presses 
289-pound Terry Gordy over his head eight times! 
Incredible! 

Bob Caudle is the most 
underrated announcer in the 
NWA, and perhaps in all of 
wrestling. His observations 
are well-stated and to the 
point. It’s a shame that Cau- 
dle, a regular on syndicated 
NWA programs, isn’t used 
more often on the national 
scene. Jim Ross, by the way, 
calls a wrestling match like 
it’s a hockey game; He’s 
constantly talking, talking, 
talking, in an effort to keep 
up with the action. He’s got 
a lot of good things to say 
(more than most; his knowl- 
edge of NWA history is impressive), but he ought to learn 
to occasionally let the action speak for itself. Sometimes, 
Jim, less is more. And speaking of announcers, it was 
great to see Gordon Solie finally get some air time on a 
national pay-per-view program (yes, this was his first 
ever!). 

Some production notes: Thumbs up to Turner Broad- 
casting for using the tracking shot—you know, that long 
shot of the ring that kind of moves across the arena from 
side to side while it simultaneously zooms in or out? Top- 
drawer stuff. Another thumbs up for stationing a camera- 
man inside the cage for the War Games bout. But a big 
thumbs down for zooming in too tight on wrestlers too 
often; when Brian Pillman delivers a dropkick from the 
top rope, why have the camera pull in tight on him? I’d 
like to see Pillman and the ring in the camera shot, as 
well as the opponent, so I can get a better perspective on 
his aerial move. By the way, Pillman’s flying bodypress 
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Gordon Solie 


ON THE 
ROAD 


from the the ropes of the second ring 
into the first ring was incredible. 
The Dynamic Dudes should have 
skateboarded down the ramp to the 
ring. Come on, guys, we know you 
have it in you! 

Scott and Rick Steiner continued to 

prove that they’re an awesome team, 
but they should not have allowed 
Missy Hyatt to remain at ringside dur- 
ing their match against Kevin Sullivan 
and Mike Rotundo. Thankfully, Hy- 
att did not get hurt at the Bash, but 
that doesn’t mean that the possibility 
for injury isn’t there, 

Rick Steamboat should not have caved in to Lex 
Luger’s demand to have the no-disqualification stipulation 
waived in their U.S. title match. And even if Steamboat 
was willing to wrestle Luger with the DQ rule in effect, 
the NWA should not have given in to Luger’s protesta- 
tions. Who’s in charge here, anyway? Does the NWA 
dictate the rules to Luger, or does Luger tell the NWA 
what to do? Seems like Luger has the upper hand, and 
the NWA ought to be ashamed because of it. 

If you saw the November 1989 edition of The Wrestler, 
you probably read the story entitled, ‘“Garvin & Hayes’ 
Diabolical Plot To Dump Terry Gordy!’’ Some more 
evidence: Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin dominated the 
War Games prematch interview (Terry Gordy was relegat- 
ed to the back of the crowd). And when the team came 
to the ring, Hayes and Garvin ran to the ring, the Samo- 
an Swat Team followed close behind, and Gordy was left 
bringing up the rear, This is Freebird unity? 

The Road Warriors looked like their old selves, from 
their entrance on Harleys to the way they flew from ring 
to ring in the War Games bout. Agile, aggressive, and 
violently determined—these are the Warriors 1 remember 
from five years ago, and it’s good to see them back. 

In his prematch interview, Rie Flair sounded like he 
had serious doubts as to whether he was in shape for his 
title match with Terry Funk. Flair dismissed the need for 
a tune-up bout, but you could tell that, in the back of his 
mind, he felt not having one might have been a mistake. 

By the way, a little over a year ago, Maryland State 
Athletic Commissioner Ray Ianucci stopped a Lex Luger- 
Ric Flair Great American Bash match in Baltimore due to 
bleeding on the part of Luger. In the Flair-Funk bout this 
year, both men bled far worse than Luger did in ’88—yet 
there was no match stoppage! Why? NWA Executive 
Vice President Jim Herd said he asked the Commission to 
ease up on the blood rule, but there has to be more to the 
story than that. Rest assured, Inside Wrestling is conduct- 
ing a full investigation of the matter. When we know the 
answer, you will, too. O 
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NAMES MAK 


EX LUGER WANTS Rie Flair 
again! The U.S. champ has re- 
quested a shot at the NWA World cham- 
pion at the next NWA pay-per-view card, 
tentatively scheduled for October 29 in 
Philadelphia, and doesn’t seem ready to 
take “‘no’’ for an answer. 

““?’'m finished with Rick Steam- 
boat,’’ Luger said. ‘‘And | don’t care 
what Flair said about never wrestling 
me again. This is a new Lex Luger and 


LEX LUGER 


he’s an old Ric Flair. | personally guar- 
antee that the result would be a lot 
different this time.’ 

But Flair looked anything but old in 
his July 23 Great American Bash vic- 
tory over Terry Funk in Baltimore. 
Flair, who had been sidelined with seri- 
ous neck and back injuries, managed 
to overcome a well-prepared and injury- 
free by reversing a Funk small-package 
for the pin after 16:25 of grueling ac- 
tion. And even the postmatch attack by 
Funk and The Great Muta (Sting 
came to Flair’s rescue and a four-way 
brawl ensued) couldn’t ruin Flair’s 
night of glory. He may not have been 


the best Flair, but he was the bravest. 

Luger, meanwhile, scored a contro- 
versial victory over Steamboat. The 
match originally had a no-disqualifica- 
tion stipulation, but Luger threatened 
to not wrestle if the stipulation wasn’t 
removed. After a few minutes of confu- 
sion, Steamboat agreed. The match, 
however, didn’t last long. When Luger 
brought a chair into the ring, Steam- 
boat brilliantly forced the champion to 
hit himself with the chair by 
slingshotting him into the turnbuckles! 
Then Steamboat picked up the chair, 
disposed of the referee, and chased 
the ‘Total Package’’ back to the dress- 
ing room. It was an uncharacteristic, 
but certainly warranted, show of vio- 
lence by “The Dragon.’’ 

Carlos Colon was scheduled to re- 
turn to the ring on August 6 in a Puer- 
to Rican brawl match. The popular 
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CARLOS COLON 


WWC star injured his left shoulder in a 
Texas death match against Steve 
Strong in late-May and underwent 
surgery ... Gama Singh, back from 
a tour of South Africa, is on the trail of 
British © Commonwealth champion 


GAMA SINGH 


Chris Benoit ... Brett Sawyer and 
Jim Backlund have joined forces -in 
the FCW and are calling themselves 
The Playboys. 

Sources now say that the disqualifi- 
cation rule was waived for Tully Blan- 
chard and Arn Anderson’s WWF 
World tag team title victory over De- 
molition. Ordinarily, a disqualification 
in any fall of a best-of-three-falls 
match would make it a_non-title 
match. This decision, however, was not 
announced to the crowd and was not 
made known to any of the reporters 
present. After losing the first fall, Tully 
and Arn won fall two by disqualifica- 
tion when referee Joey Marella ruled 
that Demolition double-teamed too of- 
ten. Arn pinned Smash in the third 
fall. 

At press time, most of the WWF talk 
surrounded SummerSlam '89, the 
main event of which being a no-holds- 
barred battle pitting Hulk Hogan and 


Brutus Beefcake against Randy 
Savage and Zeus. But what does the 
future hold for Hogan, the World 
champion? A series of Hogan-Zeus sin- 
gles matches appears inevitable, but 
Savage isn’t likely to fade out of the 
picture, especially with Sensational 
Sherri egging him on. Bad News 
Brown, who had been humbled by 
Hogan several times back in 1987, is 
also hoping for a title shot. But don’t 
ignore The Ultimate Warrior. The 
former Intercontinental champ is frus- 
trated, has a history as a rulebreaker, 
and wants a shot at the ultimate prize. 
It could happen! 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Matman is the new face in the 
PNW. He’s a fan favorite and comes to 
the ring in a Batman outfit to the 
accompaniment of Prince’s big hit 
“Batdance”’ ... Magnificent Mimi 
will appear in the Paramount Pictures 
film The American Angels with fellow 
mat stars Susan Sexton and Black 
Venus . . . Elizabeth is slated to co- 
host the WWF's Wrestling Spotlight 
alongside federation chief Vince Me- 
Mahon Jr. . .. McMahon recently ap- 
peared on an Entertainment Tonight 
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VINCE McMAHON 


segment about the WWF vs. NWA bat- 
tle. McMahon discounted the NWA as 
a competing federation. NWA owner 
Ted Turner was also interviewed. 

Owen Hart's return to Stampede is 
certain to cause a shift of power. 
Larry Cameron currently holds the 
North American title, but he’ll receive 
a serious threat from Hart, who has 
been North American champ on sever- 
al occasions. For now, however, Owen 
is concentrating on Dynamite Kid 
and Johnny Smith—a.k.a. The Brit- 
ish Bruisers—with whom he brawled 
his first night back. But you can be 
sure that a Hart vs. Cameron match 
will be scheduled as soon as promoters 
can get both men’s signatures on a 
contract. Steve Ray, a youngster from 
Kansas City, Kansas, has also request- 
ed a shot at Cameron. 

Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie is the 
top contender for Greg Gagne’s AWA 
TV title. Shouldn’t Gagne be after 
World champion Larry Zbyszko? ... 


Scott Norton and Mike Enos— 
a.k.a. The Destruction Crew—con- 
tinue to impress. The top contenders 
to the AWA World tag team title are 
ready to take over if Brad Rheingans 
can't return to defend the belt with 
Ken Patera ... Jeff Jarrett and 
Rick Morton are the first-ever CWA 
Tennessee tag team champs. The CWA 
also plans to crown Kentucky tag 
champs and hold Kentucky vs. Tennes- 
see matches. 

Four men! Five eyes! What a match! 
Carl Styles has an artificial right eye 
and no sight in his left eye, thanks to 
The Grappler’s mysterious green 
mist. Billy Ja 
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BILLY JACK HAYNES 


his left eye, again due to Grappler’s 
green mist. But the two teamed to de- 
feat Grappler and Nord the Barbar- 
jan in a most bizarre match in Port- 
land. Styles and Haynes won by dis- 
qualification, then used Grappler’s 
green substance to blind him in his 
left eye. 

That’s all for now, fans. See you at 
the matches (if | can keep the green 
substance away from my eyes!). O 


By Eddie Eliner 


[The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider’ are those of Ed- 
die Ellner alone, and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of anyone else on the staff 
of this magazine.] 


AMILY-TYPE THINGS (90th 

birthday party for Grandma 
Betty) brought me to Atlanta last 
week (the party was in New York, 
but | can’t stand my family, so | 
fled to Atlanta), and an unexpect- 
ed dinner date with Paul Ellering. 
The last time | hadn’t spoken to 
Ellering was many long months 
ago, when we bumped into each 
other inside a Peachtree Plaza 
bookstore. 

Ellering is a strange mix of 
traits. His approach to life is hu- 
morless and straightforward, ow- 
ing much to his bodybuilding and 
business backgrounds. It’s a 
singleminded, numbers-crunching 
ethos that’s made Ellering the 
most efficient manager—and his 
Warriors the most economic and 
expedient killers—in the sport. 

But he is not entirely bereft of 
social graces and, on occasion, a 
deadly sense of humor. Witness 
the following exchange we had 
with a fan, who insisted on inter- 
rupting our dinner after Ellering 
had signed an autograph for him 
at the bar. 

Fan: “Precious Paul Ellering! 
Man, | still can’t believe it’s you. 
What a treat. Howzit goin’?” 

Ellering: ‘‘It’s going east, toward 
the door, and you’re carrying it.” 

Fan (ignoring the snub): “Do 
you think | could get Hawk and 
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Paul Ellering has a reputation as a 
ho-nonsense businessman, but he 
does have a sense of humor. 


Animal’s autograph? You must 
have a couple on you. C’mon, |’m 
your biggest fan.” 

Ellering (suddenly animated): 
“Why of course you can, pal. You 
say you're my _ biggest fan? 
What’s a small invasion of privacy 
compared to satisfying my biggest 
fan? But | have a strange request 
myself. Could | have your auto- 
graph? | would be so honored if | 
could have the autograph of my 
biggest fan.” 

Ellering removes a sheet of pa- 
per from his coat pocket and 


ss 
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hands it to the fan. The man is 
shaking his head in disbelief. 

Fan: “This is just totally amaz- 
ing. Belinda won't believe this.” 

Ellering: “‘Sign right by that X, if 
you would. I'll treasure this 
forever.” 

The fan dutifully complies with 
Ellering’s strange and unexpected . 
request. He returns the paper to 
the manager and waits, like a 
thirsty child on line at the water 
fountain, for his reward. 

Ellering’s features drop into a 
(Continued on page 59) 
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Sherri would love to step into the ring against Elizabeth, but whose side would Randy 
Savage be on? The ‘Macho Man”’ might still be in love with his former manager. 


18 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


SIGNMEN 


ENSATIONAL SHERRI. Ran- 

dy Savage. Elizabeth. Hulk 
Hogan. Brutus Beefcake. Zeus. 
As the main characters in the 
WWF soap opera gear up for 
SummerSlam, it is impossible not 
to wonder what the women are 
up to. Is Elizabeth secretly training 
for a showdown against Sherri? 
Does Sherri secretly pine for the 
“Macho Man’s” hand in mar- 
riage? Is Hogan’s own marriage 
feeling the strains of his associa- 
tion with Elizabeth? Are these 
really the questions that wrestling 
fans are burning to know? 

Rumors sweeping the WWF 
suggest Elizabeth may retire from 
active managing to work full-time 
alongside Vince McMahon in the 
broadcast booth. Will this incite 
Linda McMahon into violent fits of 
jealousy? Okay, it does get ridicu- 
lous, but this is the WWF, where 
every day is like a Saturday-morn- 
ing cartoon. 

In my _ opinion, Sensational 
Sherri is the perfect antidote to 
Savage's romantic woes. Theirs is 
Clearly a business relationship, un- 
like the explosive association Sav- 
age and Elizabeth had. Martel is 
a capable bodyguard who, as a 
woman, enjoys a tremendous ad- 
vantage, since many of Savage’s 
opponents refuse to strike her de- 
spite her continued interference. 

Elizabeth was a brilliant strate- 
gist whose role was reduced to 
that of a showpiece—and, _ulti- 
mately, a love object. In theory, 
the Savage-Elizabeth alliance be- 
gan as a business partnership, 

(Continued on page 50) 
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June 1982/COLOR PINUP; Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair, 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 


2 ah aevagn Gankor Ronnie 
arvin. Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 


i 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
lendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP; Rick Steam- 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 


February 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, | boat, Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull: | Lex ; Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Piper, Blassie. Ellering. dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. Series, Iron Sheik. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 

Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 

Sullivan, Backlund, 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 

Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 

per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP; Superstar 

Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 

dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP;: Cowboy 

Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 

Slaughter, Muraco. 

duly 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 

Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 

Pete be apy rea PINUP: Larry 

Piper, apne Zbys- 

He er Von Erich, Wrestling tl. 

ocersee 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall, 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Sa’ , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: Jolin 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. | 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bu . Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 


May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP; Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July ee PINUP; Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. , Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP; Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP; Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP; The 


Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
aed bas of Pain. 


December boasts PINUP: Hack- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. saw popgen. Fou Horsemen, B 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: APRIL 1985 T.A., Snuka, Simpson. Bigelow, Garvin, Precious, 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage | January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- | & Elizabeth. UWF Tovsnenens TA. Windham, Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- _| Vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Omdorf. Warriors, Sting. 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, | Flair, ; April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. | February 1989/COLOR PINUP; Jake 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. roa 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- | Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Bin: Roberts. , Hogan-Savage, Kevin 


January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


go, WWF Housecleaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams, Andi in, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, ite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hégan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
February January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, TIO, San- Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
—_— — == ee ee eee eee 


| PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED Male ec aiee And Send To: 


Von, Beefcake-Bass, 


April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
er. , Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, rs. 
June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Steamboat. vs. Savage, War- 
hr Zbyszko, Rhodes. 

1989/COLOR PINUP: Rodd bia 

boat, Hogan, Paul E., 

TOUuRNeEnenE Studd, Muraco. 
August 1989/COLOR PINUP; Lex 
Luger. in, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 
October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude, Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Perez, Page. 
November 1989/COLOR PINUP; Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett. 


Rhodes, Slaughter, Hi 
von onercn Ta pag 
July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
(ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Hel, 
September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard . Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 
We! 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWE scouting reports, 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP; Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
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HERE 


ARE 
THEY NOW? 


LANCE VON 
ERICH 
The man who was 
also known as “The 
Fabulous Lance” is 
now living in South Af- 
. | rica, where he still 
wrestles on occasion. 
But Lance’s major vo- 


_7 \| cation these days is 
Fs ki starring in feature 
te films in his adopted 
country. “Ig seem to be pretty popular with 


moviegoers here,” Lance reported. “Yes, | 
do miss the United States, and | hope to 
wrestle there again eventually. Please tell my 
fans that | miss them greatly.” 


JIM CROCKETT 
The former NWA 
president is now em- 
ployed as an adviser 
to Ted Turner and 
World Championship 
Wrestling. Crockett 
sits in on high-level 
executive meetings, 
and is also involved in 
commercial sales for 
& the NWA’s syndicated 
TV shows. “There’ s a lot of growth potential 
in the NWA and | hope to continue to help 
the greatest wrestling organization in the 
world grow and prosper,” said Crockett from 
his offices in Dallas. 


Do you have a favorite wrestler who 


has left your area? Are you wondering 


where he is today? Then this special 


column is just for you. Each month we 


will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


BULL RAMOS 
This huge Apache In- 
dian, whose feuds 
with Mil Mascaras and 
Dory and Terry Funk 
are considered leg- 
endary, has returned 
to the mat sport after a 
retirement of several 
years. Ramos has de- 
" cided to bring his 
unique brand of sav- 
age rulebreaking to rings in the Pacific North- 
west. ‘I spent years doing all sorts of odd 
jobs until | realized that | could still beat the 
bums who call themselves wrestlers these 
days,” said Ramos. 


JOHN STUDD 
Big John shocked his 
fans by leaving the 
WWF just as his feud 
.4 with Andre the Giant 
was beginning to heat 
; {| up, but Studd claims 
‘sq that contractual prob- 
lems forced him out of 
the federation. The 
610” giant is now 
concentrating on sell- 
ing fitness equipment and health products, as 
well as appearing in commercials. “But | 
haven't forgotten Andre,” claims Studd. 
“Someday I'll catch up with him and retire 
that freak once and for all!’ 
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GAPSULE 
PROFILE 


ORN IN GLASGOW, Scotland, 

and raised in Scotland, Australia, 
and Canada (“I am pure gypsy!”) ... 
Discovered as an amateur in Manito- 
ba, Canada, by former AWA World 
champion Verne Gagne ... Pro debut 
took place in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
when he was only 16 years old; he 
wrestled Larry Hennig (“1 only 
weighed 167 pounds; Hennig was 173 
pounds heavier than me, and he 
pinned me in 10 seconds!’) ... Bulked 
up and amassed an impressive record 
throughout the U.S. ... Became the 
regular color commentator for Geor- 
gia Championship Wrestling on Super- 
Station WTBS, where he was disliked 
by the fans and almost voted off the 
show (“Throughout history, the unique 
people have always been disparaged”) 
... Later landed the “Piper’s Pit” TV 
segment when he moved to the WWF 
in early 1984 ... Was voted Most Hat- 
ed Wrestler of the Year in 1984 and 
’85, but landed Most Popular Wrestler 
of the Year in ’86 (“The fans are fick- 
le; | sure haven't changed”) ... Wres- 
tled Hulk Hogan in the “War to Settle 
The Score” in February 1985 ... Paul 
Orndorff came to Piper’s aid and Mr. 
T came to Hogan’s aid, leading to 
their famous WrestleMania | battle 
(“Where the ‘Rowdy Scot’ goes, excite- 
ment follows”) ... In 1986, boxed Mr. 
T at WrestleMania Il ... Piper was 


Roddy Piper pounces on Mr. T during their boxing match at WrestleMania Il in 1986. The 
“Rowdy Scot” is back in the WWF as a wrestler and commentator. 


disqualified for shoving the referee and 
bodyslamming T (“Things got out of 
hand; it was time for that match to 
end”) ... Took some time off to star 
in the movie Body Slam (“A star is 
born”) ... Returned to the WWF in 
late 1986 and feuded with Adrian 
Adonis ... Adonis had taken over 
“Piper's Pit,” renamed it “The Flower 
Shop,” and hired Bob Orton away 
from Piper (“Mess with Piper and 
you're asking for trouble”) ... Became 
a fan favorite when Adonis, Jimmy 
Hart, Orton, and Don Muraco at- 
tacked him on a “Flower Shop” seg- 
ment ... Piper later destroyed the set 
(‘They had it coming”) ... Retired af- 
ter defeating Adonis in a hair vs. hair 
match at WrestleMania Ill ... Re 
sumed his career in Hollywood and 
got strong reviews for his starring role 
in John Carpenter’s They Live (“There’s 
nothing | can’t do”) ... Returned to 


the WWF at WrestleMania V to host a 
live “Piper’s Pit” with guests Brother 
Love and Morton Downey Jr. ... Ran 
off both men, reaffirming his populari- 
ty (Obviously, the fans haven't forgot- 
fen”) ... Returned to the ring as a 
substitute for Jake Roberts in May and 
pinned Ted DiBiase three times in 
three bouts ... Made his official re- 
turn on June 30 in Montreal and 
scored a shocking pinfall victory over 
Randy Savage (“The hardest part of 
that match was having to look at 
Scary Sherri!) ... Recently replaced 
Bobby Heenan as co-host of Prime 
Time Wrestling, the WWF's weekly 
two-hour program on USA Network 
(“When you have a talent like Piper 
around, you've got to use him’) ... 
Will most likely try to juggle simulta- 
neous careers in the ring and in Holly- 
wood (“Why not do both? Why de- 
prive the people?”) O 
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If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited 
with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your 
name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve the quality of 
wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 

Send your reports to: Correspondent Editor, Box 48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571 


NIAGARA FALLS, NY 
By Jeff Paterson 
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DUSTY RHODES 
vs. 
GREG VALENTINE 


Dusty was on the verge of pinning Val- 
entine when Jimmy Hart climbed up to 
the ring apron with his megaphone. He 
was about to clobber Rhodes when new 
referee Ronnie Garvin stopped him. 
Garvin and Valentine had been feuding 
before Garvin retired, so there was 
some bad blood between them. While 
the two were arguing, Dusty came from 
behind “The Hammer” and scored an 


easy pin. 
OTHER BOUTS: Jimmy Snuka pinned 
Honky Tonk Man ... Brutus Beefcake 
beat Randy Savage by DQ ... Ultimate 
Warrior beat Rick Rude by DQ ... The 
Hart Foundation won by countout over 
The Powers of Pain ... The Bush- 
whackers beat Sandy Beach & The 
Gladiator. 
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PITTSBURGH, PA 
By Dean Grande 


LEX LUGER 
vs. 
RICK STEAMBOAT 


= 


= 
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Luger tossed Steamboat out of the ring, 
rammed him into the steel railing, hit 
him with a chair, and bodyslammed him 
on the concrete floor. Luger tried for the 
backbreaker, but “The Dragon” re- 
versed it for a two-count. After the ac- 
tion spilled into a second ring (set up for 
a battle royal later in the card), Luger 
pinned Steamboat with help from the 
ropes. Steamboat challenged Luger to 
continue the match, but the “Total 
Package” wanted no part of it. 
OTHER BOUTS: Sting defeated Scott 
Steiner to win a two-ring battle royal ... 
The Road Warriors and The Samoan 
Swat Team battled to a double-countout 
... The Great Muta beat Eddie Gilbert 
by countout ... Steve Williams, Scott 
Steiner, & Rick Steiner beat The Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. 


MADISON, WI 
By Tom Taggart 


PAUL DIAMOND 
vs. 
AKIO SATO 


Diamond was after revenge following his 
ambush by Sato, Pat Tanaka, and Dia- 
mond Dallas Page, and, in a way, he 
got it. Sato was in control during the 
early stages of the match using a vari- 
ety of martial arts moves, including 
chops and karate kicks. Diamond took 
control for a few moments, but was 
hurled out of the ring. Diamond returned 
to the ring and surprised Sato by revers- 
ing a cradle for the pinfall. 

OTHER BOUTS: Greg Gagne defeated 
Larry Zbyszko by DQ ... Ken Patera & 
Scott Norton defeated Mike Enos & 
Wayne Bloom ... Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie pinned Derrick Dukes by using 
the ropes ... Tommy Jammer and Mike 
George wrestled to a draw. 
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FORT BRAGG, NC 
By Jason Vanning 


STING 
vs. 
BILL IRWIN 


Irwin kept Sting at bay with a bullwhip 
before this TV title match began. When 
the referee tried to get the whip away 
from Irwin, Sting charged into the ring 
and bulldogged Irwin. Both men made 
pin attempts, and when = Irwin 
spinebusted the champion, the match 
appeared to be over. Irwin went to the 
corner to get his whip. But while he was 
showing it to the crowd, Sting recov- 
ered, nailed him with the “Stinger 
splash,” and pinned him. 

OTHER BOUTS: Rick Steamboat beat 
Terry Funk by DQ ... Mike Rotundo & 
Kevin Sullivan defeated Rick & Scott 
Steiner ... Norman the Lunatic defeat- 
ed Mike Justice ... Michael Hayes & 
Jim Garvin beat The Dynamic Dudes 
... The Midnight Express beat The Sa- 
moan Swat Team. 


ST. PAUL, MN 
By Eric Jokinen 


HULK HOGAN 
vs. 
RANDY SAVAGE 


Savage and Hogan traded advantages 
several times. Hogan had the advan- 
tage near the end and gave Savage the 
legdrop, but he didn’t want the three- 
count. With the referee was knocked 
out, Savage hit Hogan with the World 
belt and elbowsmashed him from the 
top rope. The referee recovered and 
made the count, but Hogan kicked out. 
Sherri held Hogan as Savage prepared 
for a running elbow. Hogan ducked, 
Savage hit Sherri, and Hogan rolled up 
a stunned ‘Macho Man”’ for the pin. 

OTHER BOUTS: Jim Brunzell beat 
Mike Sharpe ... Bad News Brown beat 
Paul Roma ... “Mr. Perfect” Curt 
Hennig beat Koko B. Ware . . . The Bar- 
barian beat Jim Neidhart ... Demolition 
beat The Twin Towers ... Jimmy 
Snuka beat The Honky Tonk Man. 


KELOWNA, BC 
By Justin McCartney 


LARRY CAMERON 
vs. 
RICKY RICE 


The main event saw Cameron defend 
his Stampede North American title 
against Rice. Their feud has escalated 
since Cameron broke Rice’s neck sev- 
eral months ago. Cameron dominated 
early. After seven minutes of brutal ac- 
tion, Rice nailed Cameron with a 
clothesline. When Rice mounted the 
ropes for an elbowdrop, Cameron 
ducked, threw Rice out of the ring, and 
piledrived him on the floor. When he 
went for a second piledriver, Fon 
Ritchie ran out from the dressing room 
and hit him from behind, earning Rice a 
disqualification. 

OTHER BOUTS: Ron Ritchie pinned 
Goldie Rogers ... Angel of Death won 
by default when Jason the Terrible 
failed to show ... Davey Boy Smith & 
Chris Benoit battled Dynamite Kid & 
Johnny Smith to a double-DQ. 
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NEW YORK: Where do I begin? Where does any- 
body begin to take the place of Matt Brock, a 
wrestling journalism legend who has covered the 
sport for a lot longer than I have (and there aren’t 
too many people who can say that.) With a little 
luck, the tests will work out fine and Matt will be 
back on the beat next month. For those of you who 
missed last month’s column, Matt checked into a 
hospital so he could undergo tests to complete his 
insurance checkup. Right now, I’ll just listen to what 
Matt said when I asked him, ‘‘Where do I start?’ 
“Start by buying a plane ticket, Apter,”’ the legend 
himself snapped back. 


WORCESTER, MA: A Matt Brock kind of town. 
This city has all the markings of a ‘place Brock’s 
been to before (one bar I passed was simply called 
“‘Bar’’), but I’m sure he got here that time by bus. 
About 15 years ago, Matt and I were on the road 
talking shop. One thing I remember Matt saying 
was, “Apter, time is important. If a place is only a 
few hundred miles away, take the bus, the train, or 
just drive. Don’t take the plane. By the time you get 
in and out of the airport, it would’ve taken as long 
to drive.’”’ Well, Worcester’s only about a 34-hour 
drive from Manhattan, but when Brock started 
mouthing off about buying a plane ticket, my brain 
went out of whack. With delays and all, it ended up 
taking me five hours to get here. Anyway, the big 
news from Worcester is that Tully Blanchard and 
Arm Anderson, a team I knew and respected in the 
NWA, won the WWF World tag team title from 
Demolition. Unfortunately, Tully and Arn didn’t 
pick up many points for style. They lost the first fall 
when Smash pinned Arn, and won the second fall 
when Demolition was disqualified for constant dou- 
ble-teaming. That made me smile a bit, because if 
Tully and Arm have had one trademark over the 
years, it’s been their double-teaming. Nobody does it 
better (worse?) or more frequently. Now here they 
were winning a fall in an important match because 
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ARN ANDERSON & TULLY BLANCHARD 


the other team double-teamed once too often. Of 
course, at that point, the disqualification should have 
worked against Tully and Arn. According to every 
WWE rulebook I’ve ever seen, a title cannot change 
hands in a two-out-of-three-falls match if any of the 
falls is won by DQ. But the sport has had a recent 
history of ignoring the rules when it suits the mo- 
ment, and this one was ignored as well. Then, just 
before the third fall started, Andre the Giant came 
out to protect Bobby Heenan, who had been man- 
handled in the second fall. It all ended for Demo- 
lition when Andre tossed a chair to Tully, who 
smashed Smash. Arn covered him for the pin, and 
history was made. Tully and Arn are the first team 
ever to win both the NWA and WWF World tag 
titles, though, in my mind, their victory on July 18, 
1989, was as tainted as they come. By the way, after 
the matches I figured that if I’m going to do Brock’s 
column, I might as well try to get into his personal- 
ity. So, I took a cab over to “‘Bar,”’ walked in, and 
took a table in the corner. This wasn’t exactly the 


Harder than nails, veteran wrestling re 


logged more miles covering wrestling than any other 


journalist. Every | 


kind of place you’d take a first date. The waitress, 
who must’ve been pushing 60 and was wearing a 
flourescent orange wig, comes up to me and says, 
‘‘What’ll it be, hon?’ I said, “‘Do you have a good 
bartender?”’ and when she answered, ‘‘Yeah, what 


of it?’’ I responded, ‘Does he know how to make a . 


good Pepsi?’’ She didn’t laugh. In fact, most of the 
people in this bar looked like they’d never laughed in 
their lives. Is this what Matt hangs out with? Well, it 
was a good soda. Plenty of fizz. Made my eyes 
water. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN: A good day for flying, but. 
my plane was two hours late and I didn’t have time 
for breakfast before my scheduled meeting with 
AWA President Joe Blanchard. It seems as if Joe is 
already coming under a lot of heat, first for taking 
the World title away from Sgt. Slaughter after he 
had apparently won it from Larry Zbyszko, and also 
for not stripping Ken Patera and Brad Rheingans of 
the tag belts. Joe, however, impressed me with his 
response. ‘‘I make rulings for the good of the fed- 
eration,’ Blanchard told me. ‘‘Slaughter knocked 
out the referee in his match against Zbyszko, and 
that calls for a disqualification. Rheingans has a 
serious injury that was caused by the number-one 
contenders. How can Mike Enos and Wayne Bloom 
ask me to strip Patera and Rheingans of the belts 
when they’re responsible for their inactivity? To me, 
that’s unfair.’’ And to me, Joe Blanchard came off 
as a very fair executive. 


BALTIMORE, MD: There aren’t too many wrestlers 
who can come off the disabled list after nearly three 
months, jump into the ring against a guy like Terry 
Funk, and walk out still holding the NWA World 
championship. Ric Flair, in fact, might be the only 
one. I talked to Funk before the match, and he 
acted like a man who knew he was about to find 
gold. ‘‘Guys at full strength can’t beat me, so what’s 
a cripple like Flair gonna do?’’ Funk cracked. 
Meanwhile, in the other dressing room, Flair seemed 
to lack his usual confidence, but once the match 
started, it was the old Flair all the way. The risk of 
reinjury was tremendous, but it was something Flair 
felt he had to do. Yes, Flair proved something to- 


| ionth Matt will travel to the sport's hotbeds, _ 
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TERRY FUNK 
night. We always knew about his ability. Now we 
know about his guts. 


_ NEW YORK, NY: Well, the news could be better. 


It also could be worse. From what I understand, 
Matt’s cholesterol level is too high and the doctors 
are ordering him to cut out all fatty foods and cut 
down on the drinking. “Check out this menu they 
gave me,’’ Matt complained when I visited him. 
“Carrot sticks and vanilla yogurt for dinner with a 
glass of Evian. What the heck is Evian? They’re 
feeding me rabbit food, fer chrissakes!’’ Anyway, 
Matt’ll be back on the beat next month, but it’ll be 
interesting to see what effect this has on him. As I 
walked out of his hospital room, I heard Matt 
screaming, ‘‘The hell with Grape Nuts! Nurse, get 
me some bacon and eggs!’’ O 
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) PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED’S LORDS 
| OF THE RING 
The first wrestling 
| videotape ever is a 
| power-packed hour of 
) action and excitement. 
| Highlights include: 
Kerry Von Erich’s NWA 
: = World title victory over 
Ric Flair, the Roddy Piper-Greg Valentine 
Starrcade ‘83 dog collar match, Road Warriors 
vs. Fabulous Ones, comedian Andy Kaufman 
taking on Jerry Lawler, and George 
Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV hit “Willie 
And The Hand Jive!’ Recorded in stereo! 
List price: $59,95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


| Direct from Japan to 
= you! The exciting 
= companion volume to 
_ Slant-Eyed Slaughter is 
4} another 70 minutes of 

) top-quality action. 
m@ Included: Yukari 
) eee ~ ) Omori & Jumbo Hori 
vs. The Jumping Bomb Angels, Masked You & 
Dump Matsumoto vs. The Crush Girls, Jaguar 
Yokota vs. Las Galactia, Jaguar Yokota vs. 
Devil Masami. An absolute must for U.S. fans 
who have never experienced the thrills of 
Japanese wrestling. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


po------------------ 


| Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


NAME 


my PRO WRESTLING 
|___‘ ILLUSTRATED’S 
| RINGMASTERS 
| A full hour of action 
_ from the 1985's 
_ memorable Great 
_ American Bash in 
4 Charlotte, North 

_ Carolina. Match 
eee highlights include: 
NWA World champion Ric Flair vs. Nikita 
Koloff, The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev, Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully 
Blanchard in a cage, Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala, 
and many others! Recorded in full stereo 
sound! 
List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


» THE VON ERICHS: 
| FRONT ROW 
| RINGSIDE 

» Texas’ “First Family of 
Professional Wrestling” 
is fully profiled on this 


85556 ; ' magnificent 70-minute 


_ collectors’ video. 
Included: Fritz Von 
) ras ~. Erich’s 1982 retirement 
match, Kevin Von Erich vs, Terry Gordy, David 
Von Erich vs. Harley Race, Kerry Von Erich’s 
NWA World title victory over Ric Flair, Mike 
Von Erich’s 1983 pro debut, rare footage of 
Chris Von Erich, six-man action, plus much, 
much more! 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


DESCRIPTION QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL 
Lords Of The Ring 1) (VHS) (Beta) $39.95 
Ringmasters [) (VHS) () (Beta) $39.95 
Slant-Eyed Slaughter (VHS) $29.95 
Riot Of The Rising Sun (VHS) $29.95 
Von Erichs: Front Row Ringside (VHS) $29.95 
Von Erichs: A Family Album (book) $13.95 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


CITY 


STATE 


CVISA # 
ZIP 


| 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| ADDRESS 
| 
} 
I 
I 


For all orders except U.S., you must add $3.00 for each tape ordered and $4.00 for 
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each book. Sorry, no air mail orders accepted. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Foreign customers: Please make sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 PER ITEM) 


(Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


SLANT-EYED 
he |= SLAUGHTER 

' Nearly 70 minutes of 
fg the best action Japan 
= has to offer. Japanese 
» women wrestlers are 
@ among the most agile 
_ athletes in the world, 
€ |) and you won't believe 
a alin / the high-flying action 
you'll see! Included: Wendi Richter & Devil 
Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Okumura, Nancy 
Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama, Monster Ripper & 
Devil Masami ys. Jumbo Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara, Jaguar Yokota vs. Tarantula, 
Lioness Asuka vs. Chigusa Nagoyo. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


—— VON ERICH FAN 
BONUS! 

The Von Erichs: A 
Family Album is a 
magnificent 128-page 
| 8%4x11 hardcover 

| volume packed with 


ve 


iy 


| 


Re 
\ 


¥ | rare photos and inside 
_ information. Over 100 


1 ee black and white photos 
(many from personal Von Erich family 
scrapbooks and never before seen!) and 32 
pages of full-color tell the Von Erich family 
story in stunning detail. It’s a book you'll be 
proud to display on your bookshelf for many 
years to come, 

PWI Library price: $13.95 


Expiration Date: __/__ | 
move | 
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MIL MASCARAS: 


AL PERET WILL PAY 
FOR BETRAYING ME?" 


O THE UNEDUCATED eye, it 
was just another match. 
When Al Perez was disqualified 
against Mil Mascaras during a re- 
sasutt cent card in Dallas, the result of 
a. se the bout came as a surprise to 
almost no one. 

Except Mascaras, that is. 

For the legendary Mexican star, 
the events that took place in the 
days before that match were a 
heartbreaking disappointment. 
Even the fact that he was de- 
clared the winner did little to ease 
the bitterness he was feeling. 

“Perez is a man | have always 
had great respect for,” said a 
frustrated Mascaras afterward. “I 
have always been impressed by 
his athletic ability and his vast 
knowledge of wrestling holds. 
When he returned to World Class, 
he convinced me that he would 
never again become a rulebreak- 
er. But now he has decided to 
betray me, to give in to the lure of 
making big money. He may think 
he is richer now, but he is about 


By Liz Hunter 


Wrestling legend Mil Mascaras 
was thrilled when Al Perez returned to 
World Class to compete in a strictly scientific 

style. But Perez spurned the veteran superstar’s 
friendship after signing with Gen. Skandor Akbar, and 
now Mascaras is proving he is not a man to be slighted! 


oS 
Buddy Myers 


photos by 


to pay a bigger price for his ac- 
tions than he has ever paid 
before.” 

In the opposite locker room, Pe- 
rez and his manager, Gen. 
Skandor Akbar, were ecstatic. 
Athough Perez had lost the match 
because of Akbar’s interference, 
the “Latin Heartthrob” was proud 
of the brutality he had displayed. 

“It seems like a lot of people 
around here were beginning to 
think that | was a nice guy,” 
laughed Perez. “I actually had 
Mascaras convinced that | was 
some kind of a friend of his. What 
an idiot! The only things | care 
about are green and have pic- 
tures of dead Presidents on ’em. 
All Mascaras seems to care about 
is pleasing those ignorant fans of 
his. Well, | say to hell with them, 
and to hell with him. The only 
thing | need from now on is 
Akbar.” 

In this modern era of wrestling, 
men seem to change philosophies 
whenever the mood strikes them. 
But to Mascaras, Perez’ return to 
rulebreaking came as a complete 
shock. Unbeknownst to many, Pe- 
rez and Mascaras had struck a 
friendship, and it was a genuine 
one—at least where Mascaras 
was concerned. 

“When Perez returned to World 
Class back in May, | was thrilled 
with what | was seeing,” recalled 
Mascaras. “I always thought he 
was a fine wrestler, but his rule- 
breaking tactics always disturbed 
me. But this time he was wres- 
tling against rulebreakers, and the 
fans took to him immediately. Af- 
ter one of his matches, | ap- 
proached him and told him that | 
was proud of his new image. He 
accepted my hand of friendship, 
and we began to see a great deal 
of each other.” 

Mascaras and Perez soon be- 
came inseparable. They started 
traveling together, and began to 
engage in workout sessions as 
well. Perez even asked Mascaras 
to give him some tips on maneu- 
vers the high-flying superstar had 
30 
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Mascaras smacks Perez with a flying chop 
(above) and traps his younger opponent with 
a legscissors (below). Mascaras had taught 
Perez a lot of moves, but still had some sur- 
prises for him. 
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been using throughout his career. 
Mascaras was more than happy 
to oblige. 

“| was showing Perez holds | 

had never shown anyone ever be- 
fore,” said a disgusted Mascaras. 
“l was spending hours of my 
valuable time aiding this man be- 
cause | was so pleased to see 
him turn over a new leaf. | saw no 
reason why | should not trust this 
man.” 
“Hey, | was just making the 
best of a great situation,” recalled 
Perez with a malicious smile. 
“The damn fool showed me some 
defensive tactics, counters, and 
maneuvers | had never even 
heard of. Hey, I’ve never said the 
guy couldn’t wrestle. Why not 
take advantage of his good na- 
ture? Besides, | had a feeling 
those maneuvers would come in 
handy real soon.” 


Little did anyone realize how 
soon. During a card on July 6 in 
Dallas, Perez was being _inter- 
viewed by TV commentator Marc 
Lowrance when the conversation 
was interruped by Akbar, who 
came out to ringside and offered 
Perez a chance to join his stable. 
The devious manager held a con- 
tract in front of Perez’ eyes. When 
the Latin star saw the six-figure 
sum that Akbar was offering, it 
was all the persuasion he needed. 
Once again, the Arab manager’s 
untold millions had lured another 
promising young wrestler into his 
fold. 

When Mascaras cornered Pe- 
rez in the locker room later, it was 


as if the two had never even met. 
When the masked star tried to 
ask Perez why he signed with Ak- 
bar, Perez responded by giving 
Mascaras a backhand slap across 
the face. The locker rooms emp- 
tied as wrestlers attempted to 
break up the ensuing scuffle. 

“| don’t need you anymore, old 
man!” screamed Perez as he was 
being led away. “Akbar’s the 
money man, baby, and what he 
says goes. And the first thing he 
wants is for me to get rid of you— 
and I'll beat you with your own 
methods!”’ 

Mascaras did not respond. In- 
stead, he just turned and walked 
back to his locker. When report- 
ers gathered around him and 
asked him for a response to Pe- 
rez’ unexpected actions, he ap- 
peared sullen and withdrawn. 

“| have little to say, gentle- 


a ee os ae ‘Sue 
Perez chinlocks Mascaras (above). Mascaras attempts to bring Perez down with a sunset flip 


(below). Gen. Skandor Akbar interferes to save Perez from being pinned (right). Perez turned 
against Mascaras after he joined Akbar’s stable. 


men,” said Mascaras, barely rais- 
ing his voice above a whisper. 
“You are advised to come back 
next week, however. I’m asking 
Frank Dusek for a match against 
that swine. I’m sure I'll have plen- 
ty to say after I’m through with 
him.” 

Mascaras’ efforts in the match 
spoke volumes about how he felt 
about Perez’ sudden betrayal. 
The veteran dominated his youn- 
ger opponent with many of the 
same maneuvers that the pair 
had worked on in private. Frustrat- 
ed with his inability to gain an 
advantage after several minutes, 
Perez called for Akbar to run into 
the ring, prompting referee Bron- 
co Lubich to disqualify him. 


| > 


“lve learned a valuable lesson 
here,” said Mascaras afterward. 
“This is a business where integri- 
ty is the rarest commodity of all. | 
thought | found an honorable man 
in Perez, but, unfortunately, | was 
wrong. He has angered me like 
very few men ever have. He is 
going to pay—dearly—for turning 
against me.” 

Perez thought he took advan- 
tage of Mascaras, but now he has 
one of the greatest wrestlers of 
modern times lusting for his 
blood. Even Akbar’s money might 
not be able to save him now. C1) 
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By Bill Apter 


IM CORNETTE WORE powder 

blue. Paul E. Dangerously wore 
traditional black. They both wore 
tuxedos into the ring at the July 23 
Great American Bash in Baltimore, 
almost as if they were attending 
each other’s funeral. 

Of course, that was the whole 
idea. 

“Tm obsessed with your de- 
mise,” Dangerously told Comette. 
“T've been living dangerously all 
my life! I've leaned over the edge 
of the Empire State Building. I’ve 
hired Rob Lowe as babysitter! But 
win, lose, or draw, when I get 
through with you, you'll never be 
able to walk again!” 

“I don’t care if you try to break 
my leg, I'll hop,” Comette prom- 
ised. “I don’t care if you break 
both my legs, I'll crawl. You tried 
to take my place, but if you wanna 
do that, you’d better put me six 
feet under. If there’s one time I 
needed to win a fight, it’s tonight!” 

The style of victory wasn’t im- 
portant to either man. In fact, Dan- 
gerously didn’t care who won the 
match, as long as he had the 
chance to cripple Comette. “I’m 
not concemed with winning,” 
Dangerously declared. “I just want 
to take Comette out.” And, Corn- 
ette countered, “I never said I was 
a wrestler, but I can deal with 
Dangerously on my worst day.” 

In reality, their egos were doing 
most of the talking. Although there 
are three other managers in the 
NWA—Paul Ellering, Gary Hart, 
and Teddy Long—Dangerously 
and Comette are the fastest talkers 
and, thus, have the highest pro- 
filles. They are also very much 
alike: You’d be hard-pressed to 
tell Dangerously apart from the 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Vs. JIM CORNETTE 
DRESSED TO KILL 


Jim Cornette and Paul E. Dangerously: _. 
rival managers, sworn enemies. Paul 
E. thought he had the key to 
embarrassing Cornette at the Great 
American Bash, but Cornette had 
a game plan tailored 
for success 


Jim Cornette is eager to scrap with Paul E. 
Dangerously (above)..Qangerously has a mo- 
mentary advantage over his rival (below). 


Id be mangled! 


Imagine This Face Mangled! 


PLEASE, ELIZABETH— 


N THIS CORNER: She’s the for- 

mer AWA and WWF women’s 
champion, an accomplished inter- 
national wrestler who has taken on 
nearly every top female star in the 
sport. She once managed Buddy 
Rose and Doug Somers to the 
AWA World tag team title and 
isn't afraid to confront any man— 
even Hulk Hogan and Brutus Beef- 
cake. Introducing, Sensational 
Sher! 

In the other corer: She’s the 
former manager of Randy “Macho 
Man” Savage and an expert in ap- 
plying makeup and fixing her hair. 
She once mistakenly stepped on 
an ant and cried hysterically for 
days afterward. Her secret weap- 
on is a red, one-piece bathing suit. 
Here she is, the lovely Elizabeth! 

Ding, ding, ding! Let the night- 
mare begin. 

® 

Today, male America is praying 
for a miracle. Anyone who’s ever 
tuned in to a WWF telecast and 
set eyes on Elizabeth is hoping 
against hope that the seemingly in- 
evitable doesn’t happen. 

They think of her beautiful 
brown eyes, then imagine one 
closed shut from swelling and the 
other black and blue with bruises. 
They see the lips they’d love to 
kiss, and imagine them misshapen 
and puffy. They see one of her 
high cheekbones broken, the oth- 
er swollen. Her face is red with 
scars. She has cauliflower ears. 


By Bob Smith 


Surprisingly, Elizabeth gets involved in a 
match and whacks ‘Sensational’ Sherri 
Martel with her pocketbook. 

Then they imagine her arm in a 
cast and the other scratched and 
bleeding. Her ribs are taped up. 
Her long, shapely legs have been 
cut, bruised, and battered several 
times over. 

America is in love with Eliza- 
beth. Has been for several years. 
But America also knows her for 
what she is: a beautiful, intelligent, 
and personable young woman 
who makes the WWF a more 
pleasant federation. 

Elizabeth is not a wrestler. 

Sensational Shermi is a wrestler, a 
vicious beast who pays no atten- 
tion to the mlebook and the laws 
of decency. She is a trained killing 
machine. She knows the moves of 


DON’T WRESTLE SHERRI! 


the sport. Sensational Sheri is 
dangerous. 

And yet, as male America 
screams out, “Please, Elizabeth— 
don’t wrestle Sensational Sheri!” 
there’s the overwhelming and 
sickening feeling that she will. 

@ 

“T don’t have anything good to 
say about Sheri Martel as a per- 
son,” former WWF World wom- 
en’s champion Wendi Richter 
said. “She has no redeeming fea- 
tures, and she really doesn’t care 
who she hurts. You know, when 
you get right down to it, wrestling 
is a sport, and the goal is to win. 
Once you're outside the ring, 
there’s no reason why we have to 
be animals. But that’s Shem. Of 
course, as a wrestler, there aren't 
too many better. She really knows 
her sport. I’ve handled her in the 
past, but it was never easy.” 

It’s never been easy to deal with 
Sherri. Her rocky road to the top 
of the profession began back in 
1980. Then, as a student of Fabu- 
lous Moolah, she was trained by 
the woman she’d dethrone for the 
WWF World women’s title in mid- 
1987. One of her career highlights 
was winning a 12-woman battle 
royal against the likes of Angel 
Vachon, Misty Blue, Candy Divine, 
and Kat LeRoux in 1985 at the 
Byme Meadowlands Arena in 
New Jersey. (There wasn’t a wom- 
an in that field that wouldn't have 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Sting looks to smash Terry Funk 
into the timekeeper’s table (be- 
low), Funk knocks Sting out with 
his: branding iron (bottom). 


Why Is Terry 
Guaning For This This Man? 


No one can figure it out. Why is 
Terry Funk, a grizzled veteran of 
the sport, dead set on ending the 
career of Sting, one of wrestling’s 
hot young superstars? Funk’s own 
jealousy may be the reason he’s 
willing to go to any lengths to rub 
Sting out! 


Photos by Ted Field & Bob Smith 


36 


HE LOCKER ROOM was 

strangely quiet, even more so 
than it would usually be after an 
injury had occurred. Sting, one of 
the most popular and respected 
wrestlers among his peers, was 
being carted in on a stretcher by 
several concerned friends. As the 
physician waved a bottle of smell- 
ing salts under his nose, the col- 
orful young wrestler finally re- 
gained consciousness. 

“What hit me?” he asked, his 
mind struggling to figure why he 
was in such pain. ‘‘Man, the back 
of my head feels like it’s been hit 
by a truck. What went down? Did 
| win the battle royal or what?” 

“Sure, you won,” said Scott 
Steiner, one of those assisting 
him. “But Funk attacked you with 
his branding iron after the match. 
He took your winner’s check for 
$25,000 and ripped it up, too. You 
must’ve done something really 
awful to Funk to get him that mad 
at you.” 


“What do you mean?” asked 
Sting incredulously. “I’ve never 
done anything to that guy! First, 
he insulted me on a bunch of TV 
interviews. Then he attacks me 
for no reason at all. He wasn’t 
even in the battle royal! What the 
hell is going on around here?” 

Indeed, Terry Funk’s ruthlessly 
dogged pursuit of Sting is one of 
the most surprising stories of the 
past several months. When Funk 
brutalized Sting in that postmatch 
attack, it displayed for the entire 
world the jealousy and hatred that 
the former NWA World champion 
harbors toward the young super- 
star. It was eerily similar to the 
attack Funk made on an unsus- 
pecting Ric Flair after the ‘‘Nature 
Boy” regained the World title May 
7 in Nashville, Tennessee. 

“If there’s anything that makes 
me puke, it’s a punk who's gettin’ 
too big for his britches,” bellowed 
Funk in his usual manic style. 
(Continued on page 56) 


Funk drags Sting around the ring. Funk’s 
feud with Ric Flair has led to brutal matches 
against the ‘‘Stinger.” 


LEX LUGER 


“IMY MIND IS NOW AS PERFECT 
AS MY BODY" 


OW MORE THAN ever, Lex 

Luger is a man to make female 
Jans swoon and men blush with envy. 
Standing 65” and weighing a perfectly 
proportioned 268 pounds, Luger is the 
living embodiment of the perfect physi- 
cal specimen. It is the kind of look 
that can’t help but make people sit up 
and take notice. 

But the same fans who used to cheer 
the very mention of his name are now 
openly rooting for his demise. Luger is 
among the most hated men in the 
sport—and, judging from his recent 
actions, he wouldn’t have it any other 
way. All he cares about is blazing a 
path to the NWA World 
championship. 

In fact, Luger has become even 
more brutal than he was when he was 
a member of The Four Horsemen, the 
NWA’s premier rulebreaking organiza- 
tion, back in 1987. Luger’s shocking 
change of heart began when he 
blindsided Rick Steamboat, a man he 
had previously been friends with, after 
Steamboat’s match against Terry Funk 
at Clash of the Champions VII. 

Since then, Luger has engaged in 
several matches with ‘The Dragon,” 
but those looking for scientific bouts 
should look elsewhere. Luger has hor- 
rified his former fans by trying to crip- 
ple Steamboat every time he gets the 
chance. Often, he has openly cheated 
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his way to victory—or disqualifica- 
tion—thus enabling him to keep a firm 
hold on his U.S. title. 

Assistant Editor Bob Smith was in 
Chicago to speak with the “new” 
Luger about his future as a full-fledged 
rulebreaker. 


Q: Well, Lex, I thank you for the op- 
portunity to speak to you again, 
but I certainly wish it was under 
better circumstances. I’ve seen 
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There are a lot of people 
who wish they could have a 
magnificent, perfectly 
proportioned body like 
mine. Mr. Steamboat, for 
one. 


99 


wrestlers undergo _ personality 
changes before, but I don’t think 
I’ve ever seen anyone change so 
completely in such a short period 
of time. 

: Right off the bat, I’ve got to tell 
you I’m totally disgusted. Man, I 
shouldn’t even be talking to a guy 
like you. 


> 


Q: Why? What’s wrong? 

A: First, you hit me with a conde- 
scending statement. Then I take 
one look at you and I just want to 
throw up. What’s that stuff hang- 
ing over your belt buckle, man? 
What a slob! I swear, the people 
who work for your magazine are 
the most slovenly, out-of-shape 
bunch I’ve ever seen in my life. If 
they aren’t sending a porker like 
you out to hound me, then it’s a 
baldy like Apter, or a twig like 
Rodriguez, or ... 


Q: That will be quite enough of that, 


thank you. You have to remember 
that we’re reporters, not athletes. 
Not everyone can have a physique 
like yours. 


A: I can’t argue with you there. There 


are a lot of people who wish they 
could have a magnificent, perfectly 
proportioned body like mine. Mr. 
Steamboat, for one, is insanely 
jealous of me. To think, there’s a 
guy who owns a professional gym- 
nasium, and his physique can’t 
even come close to mine, It’s 
ridiculous. 


Q: A lot of people would say that 


your reversion to rulebreaking is ri- 
diculous, too. After all, you were 
the U.S. champion before you 
turned against Steamboat. What 
good has all this brutality done? 


66 


Steamboat was never the 
kind of guy I could trust. He 
was just one of those who 
insisted on riding my 
incredible coattails. 


9 9 Lex Luger and Rick Steamboat battle for Luger’s U.S. title. Luger says he was getting 
nowhere when he and “The Dragon” were friends, so he turned against Steamboat and 
became a rulebreaker once again. 
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What’s gone wrong with your 
mind? 
There’s nothing at all wrong with 
my mind, pal. I’ve never had a 
clearer idea of who I am or what 
my future goals are. In fact, my 
mind is now as perfect as my 
body. It was just a matter of com- 
ing to my senses. If you recall, just 
a few months ago my future was 
looking pretty bleak. First, Michael 
Hayes stole my U.S. belt from me 
back in May. Then, even though I 
regained the title just a couple of 
weeks later, the powers that be in 
the NWA had already begun to 
ignore me. They were actually 
ranking pretenders like Steamboat 
and Terry Funk ahead of me when 
determining contenders for Flair’s 
World championship. Here I was, 
the undisputed U.S. champion, 
having to wait in line for title 
shots. Everyone was making a fool 
out of me. 
: But you also have to realize that, 
as the former champion, Steam- 


boat deserves a chance to regain 
his title. And when Funk attacked 
Flair after Flair regained the title 
on May 7, you’d have to figure 
that Flair would naturally want to 
get his hands on the man who put 
him out of action for more than 
two months. Shouldn’t those fac- 
tors enter into the decision about 
who gets title matches? 


: Who cares about that crap? That’s 


not the way it’s supposed to work! 
The U.S. champion has always, 
without exception, been the num- 
ber-one contender to the World ti- 
tle—or that’s the way it was until 
Mr. Nice Guy Luger let every 
wrestler and official in the NWA 
walk all over him. I just decided to 
take matters into my own hands. 
Just ask Steamboat if he has any 
questions about who the number- 
one contender is now. Ha! 


: He is impressed, but not in the 


way you think. He’s shocked about 
the way you turned against him, 
and it’s much more than the physi- 


cal scars that are bothering him. 
He’s saddened that you would turn 
against a friend the way you did. 
He even said that you two were 
thinking of forming a tag team at 
one point. 


: So what? Was Steamboat thinking 


of me when the NWA champion- 
ship committee ranked him higher 
than me as a contender to Flair’s 
title? If you ask me, a real friend 
would’ve never let that happen. 
Steamboat was never the kind of 
guy I could trust. He was just one 
of those who insisted on riding my 
incredible coattails. Look at what’s 
been happening lately. I’ve given 
him plenty of opportunities to win 
my U.S. title, but he’s failed miser- 
ably every time. But how could 
anyone expect a has-been like 
Steamboat to defeat a man of my 
natural greatness? 


: How can you be proud of your 


tactics, though? In several matches 
during the Great American Bash 
tour, you utilized the ropes to score 


illegal pinfalls. And during the Bal- 
timore Bash on July 23, you 
wouldn’t allow Steamboat to take 
you on in a no-disqualification 
match—which seems strange, since 
you tried to kayo him with a chair 
when the action got heavy. 

: Hey, any tactics I use against that 
guy are more than appropriate. 
Who is Steamboat to dictate match 
terms to the U.S. champion? No 
one has the right to do that! As 
reigning titleholder, I should have 
the final say as to how I make my 
title defenses. And as for any tac- 
tics I use in defending my title, 
well, let’s just say that I learned 
from experience. Hayes cheated to 
beat me for my U.S. belt, but 
there wasn’t really any sense of 
public outrage when he did it. It 
was like, ‘Oh, that’s Michael 
Hayes, he always does stuff like 
that.”” And they let him get away 
with it! What the hell was I doing 
trying to follow a rulebook that 
nobody takes seriously anymore? 
Why was I letting everyone get the 
better of me, a guy who’s been the 
greatest wrestler in the world for 
years now? 

: That’s a claim you’re going to have 
to earn, Lex. The only way to do 
that is to defeat Ric Flair. 


A: For once, I agree with you. I do 


have to defeat Flair. And I don’t 
think there’s a man, woman, or 
child in this country who thinks I 
can’t do it. Even you, Smith, have 
to remember the summer of 1988, 
when I came within millimeters of 
beating Flair so many times it 
wasn’t even funny. But it seemed 
like every time I wrestled him, he’d 
use some kind of legal loophole to 
squeak away with a victory. You 
know, I’ve been absorbing all that 
information on how to cheat, win, 
and not get caught. Match that up 
with my unparalleled power and 
agility, and that makes the “Total 
Package’”’ much more dangerous 
than he’s ever been before. And 
Flair is gonna be the one to find 


Friends don’t count, and the 
fans mean even less. All that 
matters is that I win the 
World title. 
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out just how dangerous I’ve 
become. 

: How about Sting, who even you 
would have to admit was your best 
friend in the sport? Do you have 


=) 


The “Total Package” clotheslines Ric Flair (above). As U. s. éheickans lier is corending 
another series of World title bouts with Flair. Luger brings a chair into the ring to use on 
Steamboat (below). 


any designs on his TV title that’s 

now held up? 
: Not really. The TV championship 
is the NWA’s tertiary singles title. 
That’s for guys who aren’t good 
enough or smart enough to make it 
all the way to the top of the heap. 
Next question. 
: I can’t believe I’m hearing you talk 
like this. Don’t you have any re- 
morse about turning your back on 
your friends—and your fans? 
What an ego! 
: You obviously have no clue as to 
what’s really important. Friends 
don’t count, and the fans mean 
even less. I have no regrets. All I 
have is ambition. All that matters 
is that I win the World title. I 
don’t care what I have to do, or 
who I have to step on to get it, 
either. I just want the gold! 
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JAKE ROBERTS 
FACES JAIL TERM 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


AKE ROBERTS WAKES up in 

the moming and wonders how 
e got himself into such a mess, 
and how an otherwise ordinary 
night could have changed his life 
so. 
John Bartlett wakes up in the 
moming, looks in the mirror, and 
doesn’t see the same face he saw 
last December. His cheekbone 
was broken in four places and one 
side of his face is still puffy. He is 
bothered by bright sunlight. He is 
unemployed. 

Nothing good happened when 
Roberts, the popular WWF star, 
and Bartlett, an ex-Marine, met on 
December 6, 1988, at the Sugar 
Shack, a bar in Daytona Beach, 
Florida. 

“That could’ve: been a memora- 
ble night,” Bartlett, 27, said in an 
exclusive interview with Inside 
Wrestling. “It could’ve been 
something I'd one day tell my chil- 
dren about. ‘Hey, I went out once 
with Jake “The Snake” Roberts.’ ” 

Instead,.he wound up in an al- 
tercation with Roberts, who now 
faces a prison term of up to 15 
years (sentencing guidelines call 
for a term of 12-30 months for indi- 
viduals, such as Roberts, with no 
prior record) after being convicted 
of aggravated battery on July 5 by 
a six-person Florida Circuit Court 
jury. Bartlett claimed that Roberts 
beat him up at approximately 4:00 
a.m. on December 6 after the two 
got into an argument in Roberts’ | 
car. The trial lasted one day, in- 
cluding approximately two hours 
of jury deliberations. 
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At press time, Roberts, 34, was 
free on $10,000 cash bond and 
awaiting sentencing on August 14. 
Circuit Judge Gayle Graziano re- 
voked the original $2,500 bail fol- 
lowing the conviction and Roberts 
spent six days in the Volusia 
County Jail in Daytona. 

Roberts hired a new law- 
yer after the trial and has 
filed for a retrial based on 
incompetent representation. 

If he goes to sentenc- 
ing, Roberts hopes that 
his extensive communi- 
ty service will help his 
case. He has worked 
with several charities, 
including the Boys 
Club, the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, Muscular 
Dystrophy, Safe House, 
and several anti-drug 


campaigns. 
Bartlett, however, 
feels that Roberts is any- 


thing but charitable. “At 
first, I thought he was 
the greatest thing since 
sliced bread,” Bartlett 
said. “I’ve learned not 
to take people for what 
they appear to be.” 
Bartlett and Roberts 
had never met prior to 
December 6. Roberts ar- 
rived at the Sugar Shack 
at approximately 2:00 
a.m. after wrestling the 
previous evening in Ft. 
Meyers. Prior to Rob- 
erts’ arrival, Bartlett (who 
said he isn’t a wrestling 
fan) had spoken with 
Tully Blanchard, Am 
Anderson, Brother Love, 
Marty Jannetty, and 
Shawn Michaels. Rob- 
erts and Bartlett met and 
made plans to go out af- 
ter the bar closed. They 
, stopped at  Bartlett’s 
»- home to pick up beer, 
then went to an all-night 
club before Roberts 
drove Bartlett back home. 


Jake ‘‘The Snake’’ Roberts, the popular 
WWF star, now finds his career in danger 
after being convicted of aggravated battery 
in Daytona, Florida. He could spend up to 15 
years in jail 


Because Jake Roberts (with Hacksaw Duggan) has worked with several charities, he’s 


hoping he’ll receive a more lenient sentence following his conviction on battery charges. 


According to Bartlett’s account, 
Roberts was belittling Daytona’s 
nightlife and women. When Bart- 
lett disputed Roberts’ statements, 
Roberts said, “I oughta stop the 
car and beat your butt.” Roberts 
stopped the car, walked around to 


the passenger side of the car, and 
pulled out Bartlett. 

“T never got to even throw a 
punch until I was falling back- 
wards,” Bartlett said. “Then I just 
took off. I thought he was going to 
come after me.” 
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Bartlett suffered a broken cheek- 
bone in four places and a frac- 
tured eye cup. He twice under- 
went surgery and claims he has 
since had all of his sinuses re- 
moved, At the time of the incident, 
Bartlett didn’t realize the severity 
of his injuries and phoned his 
roommate for a ride home. He re- 
ported to his technician job at 
General Electric the following 
moming. 

“I was in a lot of pain and my 
co-workers said I better go to the 
doctor,” said Bartlett, who went to 
the police at 7:00 p.m. that eve- 
ning. Roberts was arrested by the 
Volusia County Sheriffs’ Depart- 
ment upon his return on May 8, 
after wrestling on a card in Orlan- 
do, Florida. 

Bartlett said that both men had 
been drinking and claimed that 
Roberts, who is married and has 
four children, two from a previous 
marriage, was using him to pick 
up women. “I guess he figured I 
was from the area and knew peo- 
ple,” Bartlett said.. The defense 
claimed that Bartlett was drunk 
and using Roberts’ notoriety to 
meet women. 

Roberts testifed that Bartlett 
bragged about his physical prow- 
ess and claimed that he could 
beat him in a fight. When Bartlett 
started getting physical, Roberts 
stopped the car and walked 
around to the passenger side. Bart- 
lett took another swing and Rob- 
erts responded by pushing him 
away. Roberts, who is 6’5”, 249 
pounds, denies ever hitting Bart- 
lett, who is 5’7”, 160 pounds. He 
claims to be unaware of how Bart- 
lett suffered his injuries. 

_And he is bitter that an act of 
poor judgment could nuin his life. 
Roberts can’t understand how a 
person who has done so much 
charitable work could end up in 
jail for one mistake. He also feels 
that his lawyer did not properly 
prepare him for the case. 

He’s had other problems, too. 
Roberts, a 14-year ring veteran, un- 
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Roberts bites Rick Rude’s hand (top). Jake is a guest on the DJ Kat Show (above). Aside 


from his legal troubles, Roberts has been out of action due to a serious back injury. 


derwent surgery on May 28 to re- 
move a ruptured disc: and has 
been out of action since May 10. 
The injury was suffered during a 
match. 

Bartlett, originally from Boston, 
says the only good that’s come out 
of the situation is that Roberts was 


found guilty. He contends that the 
publicity surrounding the case—it 
was covered by several newspa- 
pers, as well as TV and radio sta- 
tions—led to him losing his job at 
General Electric. 

A civil suit against Roberts is 
pending. Oo 


THIS MONTH IN... 


« * » 
VICTORY 
“|| SPORTS 
SERIES 
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RODDY PIPER pins RANDY SAVAGE 
_..and HULK HOGAN is scared stiff 
about it! 


HAYES’ diabolical plot to dump TERRY 
GORDY from THE FREEBIRDS 


LUS... 

Exclusive coverage of the RIC FLAIR- 
TERRY FUNK Great American Bash 
showdown! .. . Did DUSTY RHODES 

sacrifice his son to the BIG STEEL MAN 
_.. IS MR. T the secret weapon of 
THE VON ERICHS? ... 
“Spotlight” on ELIZABETH 


All this and much more... 
in the November 1989 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW 


SPORTS REVIEW 


Can TEDDY LONG keep THE 
SKYSCRAPERS from tumbling? 


A special section featuring HULK 
HOGAN'S toughest matches ever! 


PLUS... 
Sports Review Interview with TERRY 
FUNK .. . The winner of STING’S “paint 
my face” contest revealed . . . The truth 
behind JIMMY SNUKA’S feud with 
HONKY TONK MAN .. . Eddie Ellner’s 
“Straight Talk” and 
“Point/Counterpoint”’ 


Allthis and much more... 
in the November 1989 issue of 
Sports Review Wrestling 


ON SALE SEPTEMBER 19 


The telephone wires 
sizzle every month 
as two fop wrestlers 
voice their rage and 
hostility toward 
each other. This is 


E MOST FAMOUS feuds in 
World Class history have involved 
the Von Erich family. But over the 
past year, Eric Embry has taken center 
Stage as the fans’ favorite in one of the 
most important World Class wars ever. 
To tell the entire tale of Embry’s 
feud with Gen. Skandor Akbar would 
take several pages, so let’s deal only 
with a few horrifying highlights: 
®@/t started last year when Embry 
refused Akbar’s offer to join his army. 
In one memorable incident, Embry 


took on Akbar’s entire stable and de- 
clared his independence from the 
General. 


®The feud heated up after Embry 
lost a loser-leaves-town match to Gary 
Young, managed by Akbar. Embry 
was allowed to honor his remaining 
match commitments, and was then al- 
lowed to stay when World Class offi- 
cial Frank Dusek was deluged with 
thousands of fan petitions. Akbar was 
enraged. 

@ Recently, it was revealed that 
Tojo Yamamoto owned stock amount- 
ing to controlling interest in World 
Class. Embry bought the stock from 
Yamamoto, then tried to sell it to for- 
mer WCCW official Max Andrews. 
When Akbar and Yamamoto started a 
bidding war for the stock, Andrews 
and the United States Wrestling Alli- 
ance fought to hold them off. The 
deadlock was to be broken by a match 
between Embry and P.Y. Chu-Hi. If 
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“Tell me, buddy, when are you gonna have the guts to 
get in that ring and wrestle? Then we can settle things 
once and for aill.”’ 


—Eric Embry 
ee ee ee nee eee ee 
Embry wins, Andrews and the U.S. ERIC EMBRY: 


Wrestling Association will own World 
Class; if Chu-Hi wins, controlling in- 
terest will go to Akbar and 
Yamamoto. 

But now there’s a new twist. Em- 
bry’s leg was seriously injured in an 
attack by Akbar, Chu-Hi, and Cpl. 
Braddock. Embry was given 21 days to 
return and wrestle Chu-Hi, or the 
stock would go to Akbar and 
Yamamoto. 

With all this in mind, Akbar and 
Embry were more than happy to come 
together ... “‘One on One.” 


GEN. SKANDOR AKBAR: 
Listen up, you little masochistic 
maggot, how much of a pound- 
ing do me and my men have to 
give you before you finally dry 
up and blow away? 


SA: 


EE: 


I’m not going anywhere, you 
camel-faced towelhead, until you 
and your men are out of World 
Class. I’ve sacrificed a lot to get 
rid of you, and I’m not stopping 
until the job is done. 

The job to be done is the break- 
ing of every bone in your body, 
and it’s a job I’ll relish doing 
slowly. How’s your leg, by the 
way? Hahaha! 

Unfortunately for you, Akbar, 
my leg is coming along just fine, 
although there’s nothing that 
would keep me out of the ring 
as long as there’s a chance that 
you’re going to own this federa- 
tion. I owe it to the fans who’ve 
supported me through all this, 
and I owe it to the great history 
of World Class wrestling. I’d 


“Listen up, you little masochistic maggot, how much of 
a pounding do me and my men have to give you before 
you finally dry up and blow away?”’ 

—Gen. Skandor Akbar 


SA: 


EE: 


take on any of your men even if 
I only had one leg. That’s the 
kind of guts you just never 
heard of. 

It’s the kind of guts you’ll have 
to get used to, punk: wrestling 
injured. Yes, there is a chance 
I'll own World Class. A very 
good chance. And when that 
happens, I’ll finally have realized 
the dream of the decade. And 
you, you little slug, your pathetic 
career will be over. 

That’s exactly the point, Akbar, 
and that’s what separates me 
from you. When I had control 
of World Class, I was unbiased. 
I allowed you and your men to 
go on wrestling. Maybe that was 
my biggest mistake, but I went 
by the rules, even though you 
deserved to have your butt 


SA: 


SA: 


banned. I do my damage in the 
ring. You, Braddock, and Chu- 
Hi are gonna learn your lesson 
the hard way. 

And what lesson is that? There 
isn’t a lesson in the sport you 
can teach me, you snot-nosed 


chump. I forgot more about 
wrestling than you'll ever 
know—and I’ve got a superb 
memory. 


So let’s hear it, Akbar, what the 
heck have you ever done? What 
exactly has been your contribu- 
tion to wrestling? What world 
champions have you ever man- 
aged? Where are these vast rich- 
es you speak of? Face it, without 
Yamamoto, you ain’t got a dime. 
I’ve managed plenty of champi- 
ons, Embry. World Class cham- 
pions, UWF champions, singles 


SA: 


EE: 


SA: 


SA: 


EE: 


SA: 


champions, tag team champi- 
ons—here’s one example. Re- 
member the UWF? On Novem- 
ber 11, 1986, my men captured 
the UWF singles and tag team 
belts. Jn one day. And that’s just 
one instance out of dozens. As 
for money, I have plenty of it, 
and where I maintain my funds 
is none of your damn business. 
Speaking of championships, how 
many belts have you held over 
the past five years? I can count 
’em all on one hand and still 
have enough fingers left to... 
Stick ’em up... 

Watch it, Embry, or else ... 
Or else what, Akbar? Or else 
you'll get one of your men to do 
your dirty work for you? Tell 
me, buddy, when are you gonna 
have the guts to get in that ring 
and wrestle? Then we can settle 
things once and for all. 

Does the President of the United 
States take out the trash? Come 
to think of it, maybe he does, 
but I don’t. I don’t see the need 
to dirty my hands with trash like 
you. 

Don’t give me that double talk, 
Akbar. The truth is that you 
ain’t got the guts . 

I ain’t got the guts? J ain’t got 
the guts? 

That’s right, Akbar, you ain’t 
got the guts to get in the ring. 
There are doers and watchers in 
this world. ’'m a doer. You let 
people do things for you. You 
know, Akbar, you think you can 
just buy the world, just snap 
your grimy little fingers and 
things will happen. Well, you’re 
dead wrong. 

No, I’m right, you’re dead. The 
fact of the matter is, things do 
happen when I snap my fingers. 
Stick around, pal. Plenty is go- 
ing to be happening to you any 
day now. 

There’s gonna come a time, Ak- 
bar, when you’ll have run out of 
lives and men to protect you. 
This war of ours has been going 
on for too long and I’m ready to 
end it. World Class will not be 
destroyed by you and your men, 
even if it’s the last thing I ever 
do. 

It very well may be. | 
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WHAT ARE WORDS FOR? 

I find it a bit hard to believe that 
Steve Casey is the reason why Lex 
Luger suddenly changed his tune (‘“‘I 
Pity The Man Who Calls Me Lex Los- 
er!’’ September 1989). Luger’s always 
been his own man; I think something 
else snapped inside of him. Just be- 
cause Casey said something to him 
when they passed in the hallway isn’t 
reason enough for Lex to change. 

I do think, however, that the Luger 
we’re seeing now is the Luger we’ll see 
for a long time to come, and that’s 
good. He was meant to be an aggres- 
sive wrestler. That’s the only way he’ll 
ever win a world title. 

GREG MOYER 
Fresno, CA 
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SINCERELY YOURS 
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Mil Mascaras executes a flying shoulderblock on Zodiac. Mascaras’ recent success in World 


Class has thrilled reader Donna DeBonis. 
HIGH-FLYING MASCARAS 


It’s great to see Mil Mascaras back 
wrestling in America (‘The Secrets Of 
High-Flying Success, By Mil Mas- 
caras,’” September 1989), Mascaras, 
the famed ‘‘Man of 1,000 Masks,’’ is 
one of the first wrestlers I ever saw, 
and he’s one of the main reasons why 
I’ve been hooked on this sport for the 
past 15 years. Mascaras is one of those 
rare athletes that can excite a crowd. 

It’s interesting to note that although 
Mascaras has always been daring, he’s 
also very smart. His tips to young 
wrestlers are especially relevant because 
Mil has always practiced what he 
preached. That’s why, after all these 
years of high-flying maneuvers, Mil is 
still in great shape. 

DONNA DeBONIS 
Des Moines, IA 


BLOOD-SUCKING AKBAR 

Okay, Gen. Skandor Akbar, you 
blood-sucking scum: We accept your 
dare! If it was up to us fans in the 
World Class area, you would’ve been 
banned a long time ago, and we 
wouldn’t have felt any the worse for it. 
If there’s one guy responsible for the 
current turmoil in Texas, it’s you. 

I just don’t understand why you 


haven’t been banned already. You nev- 
er follow the rules and you have no 
respect for the fans. You try to buy 
wrestlers and then stab them in the 
back. 
Akbar, you’re nothing but worthless 
slime! 
JAY PRINCE 
Dallas 


SAME OLD SHEEPS 

I think a lot of people are under the 
misconception that The Bushwhackers 
started acting the way they do when 
they came to the WWF. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. As The 
Sheepherders in Florida, the UWF, 
and the NWA, Luke Williams and 
Butch Miller were two of the most 
disgusting rulebreakers in all of wres- 
tling. They acted like retards. Nothing 
has changed! 

Of course, now Miller and Williams 
claim to love the fans and America, 
which seems kind of farfetched consid- 
ering how anti-American they used to 
be. In my mind, Miller and Williams 
will always be enemies of The United 
States, whether they call themselves 
Sheepherders or Bushwhackers. 

MICHAEL DuBOIS 
New Orleans 1] 


es BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


SPORTS REVIEW 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 


BOLDFACE. ] 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


Februai 
Spoiler, Brisco. 


1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 


May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 


Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 


October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 


Super D. 


January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 


Thornton, Keirn. 


June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 


Slater, Piper. 


September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 


Patera, Steele, Andre. 


March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 


Steele, Flair, Hayes. 
April 1982/S 


rales, Super D, Ladd. 


iler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 


May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 


star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 


June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 


Rhodes, Patera, 


August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 


Kabuki, Von Erich. 


November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 


Von Erich, Mascaras. 


December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Fliair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel, 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 


van, Steamboat, Patera. 


April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 


Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 


May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 


Reed, Brisco, Von Erich, 


June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 


son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 


July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 


Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 
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January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starreade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flalr-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards, 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bow! card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions 1l. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 


December 1985/Hi , Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


| January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 


lah, Hum , Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard , Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Dele 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July steht ly , Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Omdortf, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Joumey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum, 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bul , Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Ex , Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA In Boston, 
rah 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows, 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December veg Phos 7 rg Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 


February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arm, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider, 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett ia Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 


Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 


December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career. 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duagan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade '88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah, 
May 1989/Royal Rumble, WrestleMa- 
nia, Rhodes, Lawler, Horsemen. 

June 1989/Chi-Town Rumble, Hogan- 
Towers, R&R Express, Rougeaus, 
July 1989/WrestleMania V, Sting, 
Steamboat, Martel vs, Rude, Embry. 
August 1989/Luger & Sting, Ultimate, 
Flair’s personal photos, Bulldogs. 
September 1989/Duggan, Wrestle 
War, Rhodes, Flair-Steamboat, Japan. 
October 1989/Great American Bash, 
Piper-Ventura, Savage-Hogan. 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from page 18) 


but degenerated quickly into a 
thicket of irreconcilable emotions. 
The entire affair smacked of 
Danielle Steel. Other wrestlers, 
lifelong friends of the ‘Macho 
Man,” watched in embarrassment 
and disbelief as their colleague’s 
addiction deepened. 

“It was never really good for 
Savage,”’ one friend said. “From 
the beginning, he was in love with 
her. It made him a better wrestler, 
but at the price of his soul. She 
ripped his guts out on a daily ba- 
sis. He became __ increasingly 
paranoid. 

“Sherri is helping him heal. The 
best therapy for Savage has al- 
ways been the ring. But there’s 
no telling what he might do when 
he confronts Elizabeth.” 

Is there a woman in all of wres- 
tling who would not trade places 
with Sensational Sherri? The ex- 
champion may be the sole benefi- 
ciary of all this girl-boy lunacy. 

“Martel loves to wrestle and 


Former WWF women's champion Sensa- 
tional Sherri viciously attacks Rockin’ Rob- 
in. Elizabeth, who’s never wrestled, would 
be slaughtered by this woman. 


compete,” said Buddy Rose, 
whom Martel managed to the 
AWA World tag team title. “And 
she loves the spotlight. The prob- 
lem for her was how to gain the 
exposure her skills deserve. She 
hit on the perfect solution. The 
trouble is that she has to work 
alongside an ugly lunatic like 
Savage.” 

One intriguing scenario has 
Elizabeth training for a showdown 
against Sherri (for more on this, 
see the story on page 34). While 
the idea is dismissed by most 
wrestling critics as absurd, Eliza- 
beth herself has never denied the 
possibility. 

“People look at Elizabeth and 
can’t get beyond her beauty,” 
said ex-WWF champion Wendi 
Richter. “They see this soft, sen- 
sual, essentially helpless little girl. 
Even the idea of her being able to 
manage Savage’s day-to-day af- 
fairs was incongruous with her 
image. 

“The truth, though, is that be- 
hind the delicate facade, Elizabeth 
is a tiger. It took more than a 
sweet smile to keep Savage in 
line all these years. It would take 
a lot of training, but if she put her 
mind to it, I’m sure she could do 
it.” 

Nothing would please Sensa- 
tional Sherri more than a show- 
down against the lovely Elizabeth. 
“Sherri is very insecure about her 
looks,” Rose said. “‘She’d be con- 
stantly comparing herself to other 
women. Face it, pro wrestling 
takes its toll. If you get your face 
bashed in every night, you’re not 
going to look like Heather 
Locklear. Elizabeth will find that 
out for herself. Those head-turn- 
ing looks will be sacrificed quickly 
in the ring. And no one would get 
greater satisfaction at rearranging 
those cheekbones than Sherri.” 

The ultimate question remains: 
What would Randy Savage do if 


Sherri and Elizabeth locked curls 
in combat? Known for his undying 
loyalty, would Savage protect 
Sherri, who has risked her own 
skin for him several times? Or 
would love and passion conquer 
his sense of obligation? 

“If Hogan helped train Eliza- 
beth, then there’s no question 
Savage would help Sherri,” says 
Senior Editor Bill Apter. “Sav- 
age’s deep-rooted loathing of Ho- 
gan would conquer whatever lin- 
gering feelings he has _ for 
Elizabeth. He would want to pun- 
ish her to get to him. Or punish 
him to get to her. It gets very 
confusing.” 


item in the WWF. Will Hogan’s relationship 
with Elizabeth affect his marriage? Does 
Elizabeth secretly still love Savage? 

Manager/wrestler/saucy _ vixen 
Missy Hyatt disagrees with Apter’s 
analysis. “Love hurts, love stinks, 
but love rules,’ she says. “‘Sav- 
age could never possibly hurt Eliz- 
abeth. Even the blow he struck 
was done out of love. If it came to 
a showdown, his loyalty would be 
with Elizabeth, even if it meant 
befriending Hogan again. Of 
course, he may really be over 
Elizabeth, in which case he won't 
care what happens to her. It does 
get confusing.” 

It certainly does. Today’s WWF: 
You can’t tell the players without 
a program—and a diary. O 


Elizabeth and Hulk Hogan have become an 
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DANGEROUSLY VS. CORNETTE 


(Continued from page 32) 


pre-fan favorite Comette. Even 
now, the similarities are startling. 

Dangerously uses a portable 
telephone; Comette uses a tennis 
racket. 

Dangerously once managed a 
team called The Midnight Express; 
Comette manages a team called 
The Midnight Express. 

Dangerously once was a wres- 
tling photographer and did some 
work for Inside Wrestling; Corm- 
ette once was a wrestling photog- 
rapher and did some work for In- 
side Wrestling. 

Both men fit the profile of the 
modem-day yuppie. But when 
Dangerously invaded the NWA 
along with Randy Rose and Dennis 
Condrey late in 1988, the fans de- 
cided to take sides with Cornette. 
That's the biggest difference be- 
tween the two. 

But try telling that to Comette 
and Dangerously, both of whom 
think they’re one of a kind. This 
War cannot be settled by words 
outside the ring or by a match in- 
side the ring. It can only be set- 
tled when either Comette or Dan- 
gerously leaves the federation. 
The NWA simply isn’t big enough 
for both men. 

The intensity of their feud, in 
fact, made this rare manager vs. 
manager match possible. In most 
cases, these matches turn into total 
bores, simply because most man- 
agers either have no ring training 
or are simply poor wrestlers. 
Comette, in fact, displayed his 
lack of ability several years ago at 
the Great American Bash when he 
was embarrassed by Baby Doll. 

“That wasn’t going to happen 
again, and you know why?” Com- 
ette quipped. “Baby Doll scared 
the hell out of me a lot more than 
Dangerously ever did—which ain’t 
much.” 

Cornette wasn’t even frightened 
by the fact that Dangerously was 
aware of his biggest weakness. 
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Dangerously throws powder in Comette’s face (above); Paul E. would later get powder in 
his face. Comette attempts to roll out of the way of Paul E.’s elbowdrop (below). 


Prior to the match, Dangerously 
revealed that he knew of a knee 
injury Comette suffered at 
Starrcade 86. “He’s done his 


homework, he’s right,” Comette 
admitted. “I tore my anterior cruci- 
ate ligament, I was hospitalized, 
and I still wear a brace to the 


ring.” 

Seconds after the opening bell, 
Dangerously threw powder in 
Comette’s face, then began work- 
ing on both of his archrival’s 
knees. He ripped off Comette’s 
jacket, then pulled off his cummer- 
bund to use as a weapon. Com- 
ette, however, tore the cummer- 
bund away and used it to strangle 
Dangerously. 

But Paul E. regained control and 
slapped Comette to the mat. After 
missing badly with a flying elbow- 
smash, he rebounded with a series 
of punches. Comette psyched 
himself up sufficiently to floor Dan- 
gerously and rip off his shirt, but 
then Paul E. dipped into his pock- 
et for some more powder. Com- 
ette didn’t seem to know what was 
coming. The end was near. 

Cornette, as it tumed out, was 
aware of Dangerously’s scheme. 
As Paul E. strutted toward him, 
Comette kicked the powder into 
his face. Seconds later, Dangerous- 
ly hightailed it back to the dress- 
ing room, wearing only his blue 
Fruit of the Looms and a pair of 
black shoes. As the standing-room- 
only Baltimore Arena crowd 
cheered and laughed loudly, 
Comette smashed Dangerously’s 
telephone to the canvas and held 
up his arms in victory. 

“That was as sweet as anything 
that’s ever happened to me,” 
Comette said afterward. “That was 
as good as ‘Sweet’ Stan and ‘Beau- 
tiful’ Bobby winning the World tag 
team championship. That was bet- 
ter than when my Mama sold 
AT&T one day before the crash. I 
did it for myself and Mama, but I 
also did it for the fans out there 
that have supported me for so 
long. Dangerously, you’ve been 
exposed!” 

In more ways than one. Because 
when a match based on style 
came down to substance, Comette 
wasn't only dressed to kill. He was 
ready to complete the task, too. 
How can Paul E. show his face 
now? Oo 
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ELIZABETH 


(Continued from page 35) 
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The Honky Tonk Man shoves Elizabeth out of the way when she tries to save Randy 
Savage from a beating (above). Martel, Savage’s current manager, pounces on Velvet 
Mcintyre (left). This is the kind of beating Sherri would give Elizabeth. 


tom apart Elizabeth.) 

Martel won her first AWA 
World women’s title from Candi 
Divine in late 1985, and again from 
Divine in July 1986. Later, as WWF 
champ, she held off challenges 
from Moolah and Velvet McIntyre 
before finally succumbing to 
Rockin’ Robin last October in 
Paris. 

But Martel has always been as 
comfortable grappling with men as 
she has been with women. Many 
years ago, she got involved in a 
memorable locker room brawl 
with Abdullah the Butcher; after- 
ward, Abdullah was the one hold- 
ing his head. And now, as the 
manager of Randy Savage, Martel 
continues to take men on. 

With this in mind, Martel must 
have been shocked when Eliza- 
beth had the guts to confront her 


in the ning. Elizabeth, who grew 
tired of Martel’s constant interfer- 
ence, smashed her with a chair, 
but one could almost see Sheri 
crack a smile. 

She knew who would get the 
last laugh. 

® 

Elizabeth has never wrestled. 
Her past, in fact, is one of almost 
total non-violence. She has often 
been at the center of explosive 
ring incidents, but she’s never be- 
come physically involved by tak- 
ing the offensive. Indeed, Eliza- 
beth had never so much as 
defended herself against Savage’s 
occasionally violent tirades. 

For that reason, it’s hard to be- 
lieve that Elizabeth is finally get- 
ting violent out of her new devo- 
tion to Hogan. More likely, this is a 
classic catfight: woman against 


Elizabeth struts around the ring after last 
year’s SummerSlam (top). A former WWF 
World women’s champion, Martel defends 
that title against Rockin’ Robin (above). 


woman for one man. That man is 
Savage. It’s unfortunate that Eliza- 
beth has been reduced to such a 
base emotion as jealousy, but 
that’s the way it seems. 

But she is going about revenge 
the wrong way. There’s a very thin 
line between bravery and 
stupidity. 

Elizabeth is putting life and limb 
in danger. She can’t win a match 
against Sensational Sheni. 

So, America, pray that it never 
happens. O 
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“There’s absolutely: nothin’ about 
that guy | like. | don’t care for the 
way he looks, the way he talks, or 
the way he wrestles. And since 
he’s the TV champion, it gives me 
all the more reason to try to skin 
his damnable hide.” 

Those words spoke volumes 
about Funk’s motivation for 
blindsiding Sting. Even in his 
prime during the ’70s, when he 
spent 14 months as NWA World 
champion, Funk’s main goal was 
always money. When he won the 
tile in 1975, he quickly pro- 
claimed that he would soon be- 
come the richest man in the 
sport. He managed to do that 
(one 1976 poll named him among 
the 20 top moneymakers in 
sports), but he often escaped 
from his title matches by intention- 
ally being disqualified or counted 
out. 

In that regard, Sting is worlds 
apart from Funk. It is clear from 
his enthusiasm and drive that 
Sting wrestles for the love of the 
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STING 
(Continued from page 37) 
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Attacks by Terry Funk have necessitated 
Sting being carried to the dressing room on a 
stretcher on several occasions. Sting certain- 
ly won’t take this lying down! 


game and the competition, rather 
than for the financial rewards the 
sport brings. Wrestling gives Sting 
the opportunity to use his incredi- 
ble athletic gifts to their fullest 
capacity. 

“Hey, | wrestle cause | enjoy 
the thrills, baby,” insisted Sting af- 


ter recovering from Funk’s atttack. 
“It seems Funk would rather 
cheat his way to victory, but I’m 
more of a competitor than that. 
It’s also pretty apparent that Funk 
is jealous. Why else would he at- 
tack a guy he hasn’t even wres- 
tled yet? | think Funk knows that 
young stars like me are rising to 
the top faster than he ever could, 
and his ego just can’t deal with 
it.” 

Sting’s claim may have a great 
deal of validity. The Texan sees 
Sting being touted as a future 
world champion, while the Funk 
name is considered a relic by 
many fans. It is a fact that gnaws 
at his soul. 

“All that high-flying stuff Sting 
does don’t impress me,’ com- 
plained Funk. “And that scorpion 
leglock may be deadly to most of 
his opponents, but something like 
that is child’s play for a veteran 
like me to break. Just wait’ll you 
see what | do to that punk when | 
get my hands on him. I'll show 


the whole damn world what a real 
wrestler is like.” 

What Funk actually showed 
was how desperate a man can 
get. When Sting and Funk finally 
locked up in Boston near the end 
of the Bash tour, Funk’s inces- 
santly vile tactics forced the action 
out of the ring thoughout most of 
the match. At one point, Sting 
was dominating the bout when 
Funk removed the tape from 
around his wrist and used it to try 
to strangle his game opponent. 

Sting battled back valiantly 
against everything Funk could 
throw at him—until Norman the 
Lunatic ran into the ring, forcing 
the referee to disqualify Funk. 
Sting managed to capture Nor- 
man in a scorpion leglock, but 
Funk grabbed a chair and 
brought it down hard over Sting’s 
head, leaving the young star 
unconscious. 

“Another match, another sneak- 
attack,” said Sting, rubbing his 
head afterward. “You know, | 
used to read all the time about 
what proud people Terry and 
Dory Funk were. Now, all Terry 
does is cheat and rely on outside 
interference. But what’s his point? 
It seems to me that Funk is older 
and just not as good as he used 
to be. If you ask me, the guy is 
yesterday’s news—and he knows 
it.” 

“He was lucky to escape with 
his life tonight,” laughed Funk af- 
ter the match. ‘‘He called me yes- 
terday’s news? The next time | 
get my hands on that punk, he’s 
gonna be the one who’s history.” 

Once again, Terry Funk has 
made headlines with his sadistic 
actions. First, he attacked Ric 
Flair. Now, he’s brutalized Sting. 
Funk will go to any lengths in or- 
der to prove he’s still a viable 
contender. But as a result of his 
actions, he’s now got two of wres- 
tling’s biggest stars trying to elimi- 
nate him. 

Perhaps he’s made too much 
of an impression. 0 
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DRESSING ROOM DOOR 


Jimmy Snuka just missed hitting Bob Backlund with his leap off the top of the cage in 


(Continued from page 10) 
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1982. Dave Rosenbaum maintains that the psychological impact of that failure has had a 
profound effect on Snuka’s subsequent career. 


spent the last seven years of his 
life dwelling on that one night in 
Madison Square Garden. 

“{t’s all such a blur,” Backlund 
said in a recent interview. “‘l was 
barely conscious, and | thought | 
saw him out of the corner of my 
left eye on top of the cage. Then, 
| just saw this mass coming at 
me, and my instincts took over. 
No doubt, it was a spectacular 
move by Snuka, but that’s the 
way it is in sports. The line be- 
tween success and failure is very 
thin.” 

In Snuka’s case, it was a mat- 
ter of a split-second. Snuka didn’t 
get the belt, though he still had 
his great ability and daring and 
could have gone on to great 
things. But he failed to rebound 
from that moment and let his ca- 
reer slip away. 

Perhaps that explains why, 
years later, Snuka got involved in 
a senseless AWA feud with Col. 
DeBeers. He had nothing to lose 
and nothing to gain, except to si- 
lence the racist DeBeers. But 
there was no title on the line. 
Snuka was playing it safe: He had 
taken his one big chance in 1982, 
and wasn’t ready to take any 
more chances. 
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Now he’s back in the WWF 
and involved in another senseless 
feud with Honky Tonk Man. Time 
is wasting away for Snuka. 

I'm reminded of an interview 
with WWF head Vince McMahon 
Jr., in the Winter 1986 edition of 
Wrestling 86, in which the WWF 
head said: “ ‘Superfly’ Snuka is 
... | think a lot of people would 
say he’s somewhat of a basket 
case, and you can’t do anything 
with that.” 

But when did Snuka go from 
great wrestler to basket case? 
The Jimmy Snuka we're seeing 
now is not a contender for the 
WWF World title. At best, he’s a 
contender for the Intercontinental 
title. That makes sense, because 
ever since he failed to achieve the 
WWF's ultimate prize, Snuka has 
been willing to settle for second 
best. 

Ralph Branca was 25 years old 
when he gave up the homer to 
Bobby Thomson. That year, he 
had won 13 games and posted 
an ERA of 3.26. From 1947 to 
51, he won 13 or more games 
four out of five years. He won four 
games in each of the next three 
seasons and retired in 1956. 

Being the goat is never easy. 


Executing one of the most memo- 
rable leaps in wrestling history 
and falling flat on your face is 
even worse. 

It’s been said that there are two 
sides to every story and the truth 
is somewhere in between. | can’t 
think of a situation where that ap- 
plies more than in the case of 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts and 
John Bartlett (see story on page 
42). 

Bartlett claimed that Roberts 
struck him after the two had spent 
a night on the town in Daytona, 
Florida. Roberts claimed that he 
pushed Bartlett aside in self-de- 
fense and never struck him. A 
jury of six people believed Bartlett 
and found Roberts guilty of aggra- 
vated battery. The popular WWF 
star now faces 12-30 months in 
prison. 

But what really happened? 
Bartlett said that he and Roberts 
were drinking, but Roberts was 
drinking more. Roberts said that 
Bartlett was extremely drunk. 
Bartlett said that Roberts was 
making disparaging remarks 
about Daytona and its women. 
Roberts said that Bartlett was 
mouthing off about how tough he 
was and actually challenged the 
much larger wrestler. 

And there’s more. Bartlett was 
seriously injured, but went to 
sleep that night without going to a 
hospital and reported to work the 
next morning. Bear in mind, now, 
that Bartlett had suffered a frac- 
tured eye cup and a broken 
cheekbone in four places. 

Sounds to me like two men 
went out, got drunk, and got into 
a fight. Roberts won big. Now he 
faces time in jail. But here’s a guy 
with a clean record and a long 
slate of charitable service who 
made one mistake. 

Is it really necessary to send 
Jake Roberts to jail? O 


THE INSIDER 


(Continued from page 16) 


The Road Warriors are set for a major feud 
with The Freebirds, partly because of some- 
thing Eddie Eliner didn’t tell Ellering. 


sullen mask of fury. He says: “Sir, 
now that you’ve wasted the few 
precious moments | have to so- 
cialize, you should be aware the 
paper you signed is a restraining 
order that says you acknowledge 
and are aware under penalty of 
jail of the injunction that restricts 
you from being within 1,000 feet 
of my presence. As | am about to 
call the police this very moment, | 
suggest you run the fastest 440 of 
your life, lest you be cooling your 
heels in the slammer while 
Belinda’s pot roast gets stale.” 

The fan unblinkingly stares at 
Ellering in complete disbelief. Fi- 
nally, Ellering screams, “Get the 
hell out of here, you numbskull.” 
The fan turns and flees the 
restaurant. 

“| like to accommodate the 
public whenever | can,” Ellering 
says by way of explanation, “‘but | 
can’t stomach rudeness and stu- 
pidity. The injunction, incidentally, 
is legally binding. A gift from a 
Circuit Court judge who dotes on 
the Warriors.” 

So who doesn’t dote on the 
Warriors these days? Michael 
Hayes, that’s who. After dinner, 
Ellering, citing administrative bur- 
den, declined my invitation to ex- 
plore the Atlanta nightlife. Momen- 
tum propelled me to go it alone. 


At my third stop, a strange hand 
squeezed my shoulder. 

“Yo, Eliner,” said an unsober 
Michael Hayes. “Sit down, lemme 
tell ya a story.” The “‘story” was 
nothing more than a series of 
boozy threats aimed at the 
Warriors. 

| dismissed most of what Hayes 
said to the liquor doing the boast- 
ing and never bothered to men- 
tion it to Ellering, with whom | 
spoke briefly in the dressing room 
the next night in Marietta. 

It was an omission he may hold 
against me. Midway through the 
cage match pitting the Warriors 
against Terry Gordy and Jim Gar- 
vin (last-minute substitutes for the 
Samoan Swat Team), Hayes sur- 
prised everyone but me when he 
attacked referee Tommy Young 
and opened the cage to allow 
himself and the Swats in. What 
followed was as brutal a bloodlet- 
ting as I’ve seen in a lifetime of 
ring-watching. The Samoans, 
Hayes, Gordy, and Garvin over- 
whelmed the Warriors with fists 
and kicks. They handcuffed Ani- 
mal to the ring ropes and merci- 
lessly beat him to a pulp. Hawk 
had to be carried from the ring on 
a stretcher. In all, the Warriors 
spilled enough blood to start a do- 
nor bank. 

Was | at fault not to warn Eller- 
ing? | absolve myself of blame for 
two reasons. One, | am a journal- 
ist, not an agent for the Warriors. 
It is my job to report the news, 
not create it. Two, had | men- 
tioned my _ conversation with 
Hayes to Ellering, he would have 
shrugged his shoulders with indif- 
ference. Would you believe any- 
thing Hayes said in a bar at 2 
a.m.? And think of it this way: 
Had | said anything, we wouldn’t 
have the vicious feud about to 
unfold. 

Don’t thank me. I’m just doing 
my job. O 
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TOP 15 


1—HULK HOGAN 
WWF World champion 


2—RIC FLAIR 

NWA World champion 
3—LEX LUGER 

U.S. champion 


NWA 


1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, IL 


3—TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 


AWA 


1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 

2—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 


3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 


WWF 


1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—RANDY SAVAGE 


, Sarasota, 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 

Last month: No. 1 Most Popular 
2—STING 

Last month: No. 2 Most Popular 
3—RIC FLAIR 

Last month: unrated 


MOST HATED 


1—TERRY FUNK 
Last month: No. 2 Most Hated 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last month: No. 1 Most Hated 


3—ZEUS 
Last month: No. 5 Most Hated 


TAG TEAMS 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 


WWF World tag team champions 
2—MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 
NWA World tag team champions 
3—DEMOLITION 

No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 
4—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

No, 1 contenders: NWA tag team title 


Reg SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 


4—RANDY SAVAGE 
No. 2 contender: 


WWF title 
5—STING 
No. 1 contender: NWA TV title 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 
No. 3 contender: NWA title 
7—RICK RUDE 
WWF Intercontinental champion 


4—STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
6—THE GREAT MUTA 
245, Tokyo, Japan 
7—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Norman, OK 


4— AKIO SATO 
238, Tokyo, Japan 


S—JERRY LAWLER 


12—THE GREAT MUTA 


World Class champion No. 2 contender: U.S. titie 
9—LARRY ZBYSZKO 13—DENNIS CONDREY 
AWA World champion CWF champion 
10—CHRIS BENOIT 14—GREG GAGNE 
British Commonwealth champion AWA TV champion 


11—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


No. 1 contender: WWF I-C title 


15—ERIC EMBRY 
No. 1 contender: WCCW Texas tit 


8—MIKE ROTUNDO 12—BRIAN PILLMAN 
245, Syracuse, NY 226, Cincinnati, OH 
9—RICK STEINER 13—SCOTT HALL 
248, Detroit, MI 290, Minneapolis, MN 
10—EDDIE GILBERT 14—SCOTT STEINER 
222, Lexington, TN 235, Bay City, MI 
11—TERRY GORDY 15—NORMAN THE LUNATIC 
289, Chattanooga, TN 380, Saginaw, M 


8—PAUL DIAMOND 
230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 


S—SHEIK ADNAN AL-KAISSIE a PATERA 


235, Iraq 
6—DERRICK DUKES 
235, Boston, MA 

7—MIKE GEORGE 
265, St. Joseph, MO 


4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
273, San Francisco, CA 
5—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
280, Queens, NY 
6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
7—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
Last month: No. 4 Most Popular 


'56, Portland, OR 
10—SCOTT NORTON 
360, Minneapolis, MN 


11—JON STEWART 
242, Pacific Palisades, CA 


8—JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 
9—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 
10—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
11—HONKY TONK MAN 
255, Memphis, TN 


S—RICK STEINER 


Last month: No. 9 Most Popular 


Pg ULTIMATE WARRIOR 9—ERIC EMBRY 


3 Most Popular 
6—DUSTY RHODES 
Last month: No. 7 Most Popular 
7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
Last month: No. 6 Most Popular 


4—RICK RUDE 
Last month: No. 4 Most Hated 
5—LEX LUGER 
Last month: No. 3 Most Hated 
6—THE GREAT MUTA 
Last month: No. 6 Most Hated 
7—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
Last month: No. 7 Most Hated 


ene BUSHWHACKERS 


Last month: No. 8 Most Popular 


10—OWEN HART 
Last month: unrated 


11—KEVIN VON ERICH 


Last month: No. 12 Most Popular 


8—BIG BOSSMAN 
Last month: No. 8 Most Hated 
9—JERRY LAWLER 
Last month: No. 9 Most Hated 
10—DENNIS CONDREY 
month: unrated 
11—THE GRAPPLER 
Last month: unrated 


12—TOMMY JAMMER 
265, St. Joseph, MO 
13—MIKE ENOS 
252, Minneapolis, MN 
14—COL. DeBEERS 
248, Cape Town, S. Africa 
15—WAYNE BLOOM 
266, Minneapolis, MN 


12—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
13—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
Sear — BROWN 
, New York, NY 
peters WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 


12—KERRY VON ERICH 

Last month: No. 11 Most Popular 
13—JERRY LAWLER 

Last month: No. 13 Most Popular 
14—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

Last month: No. 14 Most Popular 
15—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

Last month: No. 15 Most Popular 


sei DeBEERS 
Last month: No. 11 Most Hated 
13—THE HONKY TONK MAN 
Last month: No. 12 Most Hated 
4-8 STEEL MAN 
Last month: No. 13 Most Hated 
15—AL PEREZ 
Last month: unrated 


11—SID VICIOUS & DAN SPIVEY 


No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 
7—AKEEM & BIG BOSSMAN 
No. 3 contenders: WWF tag team title 
8—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
No. 3 contenders: NWA tag team title 
9—MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 
No. 1 contenders: AWA tag team title 
10—JEFF JARRETT & MATT BORNE 
World Class tag team champions 


No. 4 contenders: NWA tag team title 
12—CHRIS CHAMPION & MARK STARR 
CWA tag team i 


tag 
13—JACQUES & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 
No. 5 contenders: WWF tag team title 
14—STEVE DOLL & SCOTT PETERSON 
PNW tag team jons 


tag team champi 
15—TRACEY SMOTHERS & STEVE ARMSTRONG 
CWF tag team champions 


* ALL-CALIFORNIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING CHAMPION: DON MURACO 
(June 30, 1989; from Chavo Guerrero; Delmar, CA) 
ALL-CALIFORNIA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
PETER MAIVIA JR. & MANDO GUERRERO 
(September 24, 1988; from The Lords of Discipline; Victorville, CA) 
ALL-JAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
DAN KROFFAT & DOUG FURNAS 
(June 6, 1989; from Toshiaki Kawada & Sampson Fuyuki; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(June 6, 1989; from Jumbo Tsuruta; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
STAN HANSEN & TERRY GORDY 
eave tenant 1988; tournament final over Genichiro Tenryu & Toshiaki Kawada; 
* ALLJAPAN JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOE MALENKO 
(July 1, 1989; from Mitsuo Momota; Omiya, 
ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(June 6, 1989; from Jumbo Tsuruta; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: LIONESS ASUKA 
(January 29, 1989; over Chigusa Nagayo; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S CHAMPION: MIKA KOMATSU 
(July 10, 1988; from Yumi Ogura; Edmonton, Alberta, Canada) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
AKIRA HOKKUTO & SHIZUKA MINAMI 
net 1989; tournament final over Kumiko Iwamoto & Nobuko Kimura; Tokyo, 


AWA TV CHAMPION: GREG GAGNE 
(December 13, 1988; from Ron Garvin; Chicago, IL) 
AWA WORLD CHAMPION: LARRY ZBYSZKO 
(February 7, 1989; battle royal victory to fill vacant title; St. Paul, MN) 
AWA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KEN PATERA & aging RHEINGANS 
(March 25, 1989; from Pat Tanaka & Paul Diamond; Rochester, MN) 
AWA WORLD WOMEN’S CHAMPION: WENDI RICHTER 
(November 26, 1988; from Madusa Miceli; Bloomington, MN) 
+ BRITISH COMMONWEALTH CHAMPION: CHRIS BENOIT 
(July 8, 1989; from Johnny Smith; Grand Prairie, Alberta) 
* CONTINENTAL HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DENNIS CONDREY 
(July 22, 1989; from Tom Prichard; Dothan, AL) 
CONTINENTAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TRACEY SMOTHERS & STEVE ARMSTRONG 
(By CWF official's decision) 
CONTINENTAL U.S. JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN DAVIS 
(June 9, 1989; from Alan Martin; Knoxville, TN) 
CWA CHAMPION: BLACK BART 
(June 19, 1989; from Jeff Jarrett; Memphis, TN) 
% CWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHRIS CHAMPION & MARK STARR 
(July 10, 1989; from Perry Jackson & Billy Travis; Memphis, TN) 
%* FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING CHAMPION: STEVE KEIRN 
(July 9, 1989; from Kendall Windham; Orlando, FL) 
FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Jim Backlund) 
FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TITLE VACANT 
(Most recently held by The Nasty Boys) 
ICW CHAMPION: TONY ATLAS 
(February 11, 1989; from Joe Savoldi; Presque Isle, ME) 
+ ICW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JOE SAVOLDI & VIC STEAMBOAT 
(July 1, 1989; from Phil Apollo & Eric Sbracchia; Marlboro, MA) 
* [IWGP CHAMPION: RIKI CHOSHU 
(July 12, 1989; from Salman Hashimikov; Osaka, Japan) 
+ IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
RIKI CHOSHU & TAKAYUKI IIZUKI 
(July 13, 1989; from Super Strong Machine & George Takano; Tokyo, Japan) 
IWGP JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JUSHIN RIGER 
(May 25, 1989; from Hiro Hase; Osaka, Japan) 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


* PACIFIC NORTHWEST TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 


+ PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION INT’L TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 


* WORLD CLASS TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JEFF JARRETT & MATT BORNE 
* WORLD CLASS TEXAS CHAMPION: P.Y. CHU-HI 


» WWC PUERTO RICAN CHAMPION: IVAN KOLOFF 
*WWC TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 


%* WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 


NWA SIX-MAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE ROAD WARRIORS & GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(December 7, 1988; via Animal's victory over Dusty Rhodes; Chattanooga, TN) 
NWA TV CHAMPION: TITLE HELD UP 
(most recently held by Sting) 
NWA WORLD CHAMPION: RIC FLAIR 
(May 7, 1989; from Rick Steamboat; Nashville, TN) 
NWA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 
(June 14, 1989; tournament final over Bobby Eaton & Stan Lane; Ft. Bragg, NC) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Carl Styles) 


TOP GUN & SCOTTY THE BODY 
(July 8, 1989; from Steve Doll & Scott Peterson; Portland, OR) 

PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION CHAMPION: GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(une 6, 1989; from Jumbo Tsuruta; Tokyo, Japan) 


JUMBO TSURUTA & YOSHIAKI YATSU 
(July 22, 1989; from Stan Hansen & Genichiro Tenryu; Kanazawa, Japan) 
STAMPEDE NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: LARRY CAMERON 
(April 28, 1989; from Davey Boy Smith; Calgary, Alberta) 
STAMPEDE INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
BOB & KERRY BROWN 
(June 9, 1989; Chris Benoit & Beef Wellington; Calgary, Alberta) 
U.S. CHAMPION: LEX LUGER 
(May 22, 1989; from Michael Hayes; Bluefield, WV) 
WORLD CLASS CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 
(December 13, 1988; from Kerry Von Erich; Chicago, IL) 
WORLD CLASS LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Eric Embry) 
WORLD CLASS TEXAS TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STEVE & SHAUN SIMPSON 
(April 28, 1989; from Beauty & The Beast; Dallas, TX) 


(June 30, 1989; from Brian Lee & Robert Fuller; Dallas, TX) 


(June 30, 1989; from Eric Embry; Wichita Falls, TX) 
CARIBBEAN CHAMPION: RIP ROGERS 

(May 14, 1989; from TNT; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC CARIBBEAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 

HURRICANE CASTILLO JR. & MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 

(une 9, 1989; from Brad & Bart Batten; Jayuya, Puerto Rico) 
WWC JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHICKY STARR 

(June 24, 1989; from Super Medic; Caguas, Puerto Rico) 
WWC NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: INVADER I 

(April 15, 1989; from Abdullah the Butcher; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 


(July 15, 1989; from Invader I; Caguas, Puerto Rico) 


HURRICANE CASTILLO JR. & MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
(July 16, 1989; from Rip Rogers & Abughdadien; Mayaguez, Puerto Rico) 
WWC UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: STEVE STRONG 
(May 27, 1989; from Carlos Colon; Caguas, Puerto Rico) 
WWC WOMEN’S CHAMPION: WENDI RICHTER 
(July 28, 1987; from Monster Ripper; Trinidad, West Indies) 
WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: RICK RUDE 
(April 2, 1989; from Ultimate Warrior; Atlantic City, NJ) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN 
(April 2, 1989; from Randy Savage; Atlantic City, NJ) 


TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
(July 18, 1989; from Demolition; Worcester, MA) 
WWF WOMEN’S CHAMPION: ROCKIN’ ROBIN 
(October 7, 1988; from Sherri Martel; Paris, France) 
WWF WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LELANI KAI & JUDY MARTIN 
(June 8, 1988; from The Jumping Bomb Angels; Omiya City, Japan) 


‘This Month in Wrestling History 


“The Match of the Sy 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO vs. PEDRO MORALES 
September 30, 1972 


It began with a misunderstanding. But by the time they were done with each other, WWF champion 
Pedro Morales and former titleholder Bruno Sammartino had engaged in one of the finest bouts of 
modern times. Billed as “The Match of the Century,” Sammartino and Morales, both respected fan 

favorites, agreed to wrestle at New York’s Shea Stadium after they exchanged heated words during a tag 
team match. More than 27,000 fans were treated to a display of greatness as the two legends wrestled to 
an amazing 76-minute curfew draw—every minute of it scientific. When the final bell rang, Sammartino 
reached out and shook Morales’ hand, cementing their friendship and providing a fitting ending to one of 
the decade’s most memorable events. 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, 


and we offer you three big ways to save: 
17 weekly issues for just $19.99 
a 40% savings off the cover price 
34 weekly issues for just $34.99 
a 45% savings off the cover price 


52 weekly issues for just $49.99 
a 50% savings off the cover price 


ey! eat 
o weekly and 


\ F 
ORDER TODAY! 
Remember, PWI Weekly begins 
publication in the first week of Sep- 
tember 1989. Don’t be shut out of the 
most exciting new concept in wres- 
tling journalism—order today! 


a 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 
LiCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


1 MasterCard# _ 


Expiration Date: ___/__ 
MO/YR 


Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send me a 
subscription to PWI Weeklyas follows: 


1 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 

1 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 

52 weekly issues—plus three free magazines!—for just 
$49.99, a 50% savings 

C1 I’d like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. 


Enclosed please find a check or money order (no credit 
card orders on sample copies) for $1.25. 


NAME 
ADDRESS An 
CITY SS STATE. ZIP 


a 


[or] # | cescrpnon ory] # | cescnpnon QUAN PRICE EACH 
[ 5602 | "New"Hulk Hogan (Limited Edition) 
PKR] S525 [Original uk Hogan SOLD OUT | [3000 [ am Bam Bigelow 
OX S595 [mpg J Bunce SOLD OUT | [8604 | Ted Dbiase 
XXX] 5596 |B. Brian Blair SOLD OUT [5606] OneManGang 
| [5461 [Kamala 5623 | Hacksaw vim Duggan 597] KILLER BEES TAG TEAM. 
Fick Mare! SOLD OUT WWF WREST 
| [5449 [HarleyRace | S421 | "New" Tito Santana (not pictured) | 
[| asee | vince Wottanon | —[s10-[ ety Jack ayes SHIRTS, OUTFITS & NOVELTIES CATALOG 
[XXX 5462 | Koko B Ware SOLD O1 | _[Ss28|[TheReferee ——————————_|- PLEASE INCLUDE POSTAGE AND HANDING USING THIS CHART 
|__ [5463 [Outback ack Ted Arcidi heh ae 72 Outside Continental U.S. 
|__| 5477 [Jake the Snake Roberts | (5527 | Johnny Valiant =| $40.00- $49.09 : Include appropriate S/H 
ni eee | peas Lo Ea plus $7.50 
$75.00 or more .. =». $6. 
[— [seo [Ren Patra |r —|saae [wis eteabem 1] 
| __['§622 [Demoitionax | 5427 [ Randy Savage “I Check C MasterCard (16 digits) 
INW-NoyV_ |C Money Order 0 VISA (13 or 16 digits) 
: YOUR CARD NUMBER Expiration Date 
ADDRESS 


Paar eR TE 
Cry = = = 


(Have you filled out your credit card no, completely?) 
ZP CODE =n SIGNATURE 


TOTAL 


